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By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

An informational meeting hosted by Crit-
tenden County Board of Education to share
the rationale for a proposed “recallable
nickel” for school construction turned out
to be more of an in-
quisition. 

A vocal opposi-
tion, mostly farm-
ers who would be
among the most af-
fected by the prop-
erty tax, raised more questions than could
be answered at last week’s public forum.
But school officials say that was part of the
purpose for the public forum – find out what
taxpayers need to know about the proposed
5.8-cent increase in the school tax before
moving forward. Since the meeting, many of
the unanswered questions have been ad-
dressed one-on-one and in public settings.

Superintendent Vince Clark, the de facto

Sun ending Monday 
print newspaper
Beginning next week, on

Mondays, you will no longer
find The Paducah Sun on
newsstands in Marion ... or
anywhere, for that matter.
The newspaper of record

for far western Kentucky, The
Sun has been a seven-day
newspaper since a Saturday
publication was added sev-
eral years ago. However, cit-
ing a trend of daily papers
dropping their Monday edi-
tion due to changes in the in-
dustry brought on by
e-commerce and the internet,
editor and publisher Jim Pax-
ton last month said The Sun
will no longer publish a print
edition on Mondays starting
next week.
That means nearly 14,000

subscribers and single-edi-
tion readers can no longer
open the paper for Sunday
sports results or reaction to
the Sunday morning talk
shows. Subscribers, though,
will have access to The Sun
online in digital and PDF for-
mat.
In Marion, The Evansville

Courier & Press will be the
only paper available on news-
stands each Monday morning.
The public library carries The
Courier-Journal.

Public meetings
- Marion Tourism Com-

missionwill meet at 6 p.m.
today (Thursday).  The meet-
ing will be held at the Marion
Welcome Center.

- Crittenden County Pub-
lic Library Board of Trustees
will meet at 5 p.m. today
(Thursday) at the library for
its regular monthly meeting.
The board of trustees meets
at 5 p.m. the fourth Thursday
of each month, except for No-
vember and December, when
meetings will be held the
third Thursday due to holi-
days.
- Crittenden-Livingston

Water District Boardwill
meet at 6 p.m. Monday at the
district office on East Main
Street in Salem. 
- Crittenden County

Board of Educationwill
meet for its regular monthly
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday in
the Rocket Arena conference
room.
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SWEET 16
3 UCLA (31-4)
2Kentucky (31-5)

8:39 p.m. Friday
Memphis, Tenn. / CBS

Win advances UK to Sunday Elite 8
UCLA defeated UK 97-92 on Dec. 3

STAFF REPORT

Livingston County author-
ities are still looking for a
local man they say is armed
and should be considered
dangerous.

Christopher “Critter” Cur-
nel, 27, is wanted for at-
tempted murder after a
shooting on Lola Road last
Thursday. 

Livingston County Deputy
Ryan Burrow is the lead in-
vestigator in the case. He

talked to
Curnel on
the phone
late last
week, and he
said the sus-
pect had
agreed to
turn himself
in, but did
not show up.

The sheriff's department
said Curnel was last seen
driving a blue 1995 Chevrolet

S-10 pickup. The body of the
truck is dark blue with light
blue front fenders and a
primer-gray tailgate. The
truck bears a Kentucky reg-
istration plate with the num-
ber 389LKJ.

Curnel faces charges of at-
tempted murder, wanton en-
dangerment and felony theft
for an incident at a residence
on Lola Road about 2 miles
south of Berry’s Ferry. Bar-
row said Curnel was at the

home and three other individ-
uals, a woman and two men,
were also there. After an ar-
gument, the three other peo-
ple were fleeing the scene in
their vehicles when Curnel
allegedly fired multiple gun-
shots at them from a hand-
gun.

“This was not just a ran-
dom incident,” the deputy
said.

The deputy said all of the
individuals involved in the in-

cident were acquaintances.
He said Curnel is known to
law enforcement officers be-
cause he has a criminal his-
tory. 

Nobody was hurt in the
shooting.

Anyone with information
about this case should call
the Livingston County Sher-
iff's Office at (270) 928-2122,
Kentucky State Police at (800)
222-5555 or Crime Stoppers
at (270) 443-TELL.

Curnel

USPS 138-260 • MARION • KENTUCKY

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Chamber
of Commerce will host its first
ever Spring Fling Saturday at the
Jim Hatfield Exposition Building
at the fairgrounds.

The event aims to welcome
spring and celebrate the Easter
season by bringing a number of
vendors and customers together
under one roof.

This event will feature cloth-
ing, cosmetics, professional serv-
ices such as photography and
other products. 

Spring apparel will be the
highlight of the mid-day event
which starts at 11 a.m., and
ends at 2 p.m.

Here is a list of some of the

vendors who will be there: Court-
ney Pate Photography, which will
be doing Easter and spring mini
sessions, Signature Boutique,
Matilda Jane, Lu La Roe Bou-
tique, the Rural Route Bus Bou-
tique, Rodan+Fields, Lipsense,
Scentsy, JamBerry and Whoop-
sie Daisy Designs and Mary Kay.
Most will have Easter outfits and
products for sale. There will be
opportunties to personalize a
child’s Easter basket.

The Peoples Bank will be
hosting its annual Easter Egg
Hunt nearby at the park at 11
a.m. 

For more information, contact
the Chamber office at (270) 965-
5015.

Man wanted for attempted murder

PHOTO BY DEREK McCREE, THE PRESS

Spring has sprung
Four-year-old Axle Wood enjoyed the first day of spring as kids often do, playing in the yard of his
parents' home in Marion. Spring finally arrived Monday in Crittenden County with mostly sunny
skies and temperatures reaching nearly 80 degrees before an afternoon storm brought rains. Wood
is the son of Jennifer and Jacob Wood.

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR
Two immediate past

councilmen were the only
names considered
Monday to fill an
open seat on Mar-
ion City Council.
Darrin Tabor got the
nod.
Tabor was se-

lected 4-1 to fill the
unexpired term of
former councilman
Jared Byford, who earlier
this month ascended to the
seat of mayor by appoint-
ment. This marks the sec-

ond time in four years
Tabor has been appointed
to fill a vacant seat. He was
not present for Monday’s

meeting.
Junior Martin

was the only other
name considered by
the council. Nomi-
nated and supported
in the vote by Mike
Byford, Martin was
first-man out in the
election last fall to

fill the six-person council.
Tabor, nominated by

Tabor selected to fill
vacant council seat

Tabor

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

In Jared Byford’s debut as
mayor, Marion City Council
revisited several issues re-
cently confronting the body,
moving forward on most. 

Byford was appointed
mayor earlier this month fol-
lowing former Mayor Mickey
Alexander’s resignation due
to increased responsibilities
with his job in the private sec-
tor. On Monday, the new
mayor picked up the mantle
and started a new era in city
government.

Of significant worry to the
council is the rapid deteriora-
tion of Country Club Drive.
Councilwoman D’Anna Sallin
in January brought forward
her concerns, largely due to
the role the pock-marked
street plays in transporting

students to school. Parents
and buses must traverse the
street to take children to Crit-
tenden County Ele-
mentary School, which
is home to nearly 700
students.

“I have had more
complaints this week,”
she said Monday. “I
feel it urgently needs to
be addressed.”

The road was ini-
tially built to handle a
nominal flow of passenger ve-
hicles between Chapel Hill
Road to U.S. 60 West. Since
its construction, however, the
elementary school was built
in the early 1980s, and later,
Industrial Drive was installed,
connecting U.S. 641 to U.S.
60 via Country Club Drive. 

The connection created a
bypass for tractor-trailers and

other heavy trucks otherwise
forced to negotiate a precari-
ous 90-degree turn at the

U.S. 641-U.S. 60 stop-
light. Country Club
Drive weathered the
heavy traffic fairly well
until the construction
of a new U.S. 641 sent
an untold number of
loaded gravel trucks
from the Rogers
Group quarry on Crit-
tenden Springs Road

to the construction site south
of town.

Country Club Drive, after
two previous harsh winters, is
now in a state of severe disre-
pair. Spot fixes have not
lasted. Meantime, Industrial
Drive has better sustained
the heavy trucks that pass

Country Club Drive concern for city

Sallin

See TABOR/Page 7
See COUNCIL/Page 5

Spring Fling Saturday
STAFF REPORT

The signs of spring are missing
again.
It happens almost every year

about this time, road
signs start disappear-
ing. It’s a major cost
to the county and se-
rious safety concern,
said Crittenden
County Judge-Execu-
tive Perry Newcom.
Two weeks ago, all of the signs

on Nunn Switch Road were stolen.
A few weeks ago, new road signs
were planted along Reiter’s View
Road. They were paid for by a state

project to improve rural road
safety. The next day, they were
stolen. Last year about this time,
signs were stolen from Fords Ferry

and Crittenden
Springs roads and
around Cave In Rock
Ferry landing.
County Attorney

Rebecca Johnson said
local officials will be

more proactive in investigating
and prosecuting cases where road
signs have been stolen or vandal-
ized. The sheriff is currently work-

Road sign thefts grow

See SCHOOL TAX/Page 14

County OKs
asphalt work
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EDITORIAL

Frankfort to blame for
inequity of school tax
Most everyone at last week’s school tax forum is in

agreement, building a new high school on the backs of only
the county’s property owners is not fair. Both people for the
proposed 5.8-cent tax increase on real property and those
vehemently against spoke to the inequity of the tax.
We’ve said it here before, and could not agree more: It is

not fair, particularly when a community project enjoyed by
all is not paid for by all. Motor vehicles aren’t even subject
to the “recallable nickel.” And should the tax go to the ballot
box, those same people who benefit but do not pay a dime
for a new school can have a vote that weighs as heavily as
the property owner footing the bill.
That is what is particularly skewed. Perhaps this is why

our forefathers, for the first half-century of our country’s
history, allowed only property owners to vote. We realize
there is a certain unfairness in that when it comes to select-
ing candidates who dictate every aspect of our lives, but not
when it comes to ballot questions like a tax.
The deck is stacked, for sure, but upping the property tax

collected for schools is the only mechanism our board of
education has to raise enough revenue to carry out the $8
million overall project anytime before 2025. In reality, it’s
just about the only way for most boards of education, cities
and counties in Kentucky to generate the money for multi-
million-dollar capital projects.
For property owners frustrated at that notion, look to

your Kentucky General Assembly for blame. More specifi-
cally, point the finger at Republicans. 
Kentucky is one of 12 states that does not allow for a

local option sales tax, which was proposed in the legislature
in 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 as a means for communities
to raise revenue dedicated to specific capital projects. Each
year, a measure to add up to a 1-percent local sales tax paid
by everyone who spends money in the territory made it a
bit further in the lawmaking process. Each time, the bill
died. In 2015 and 2016, it cleared the House largely along
partisan lines with a no vote both years by Rep. Lynn Bech-
ler, R-Marion, and most of his fellow Republicans. Both
times, leadership in the GOP-controlled Senate let the bill
sit idle until time expired on the session.
We cannot speak as to why each lawmaker opposed the

local option sales tax, but the votes suggest party politics.
With the first Republican majority House in 95 years, the

bill was not even proposed this session.
While it is easiest to point the finger at local policymak-

ers, only a higher power can broaden local taxation.

Writer thankful
for volunteers
who put out fire
To the editor
My humble thanks to all

the many men of the fire de-
partments and two neighbor-
ing ladies who came to my
home Sunday afternoon to
put out a fire. It had been
started in my woods by a
bucket of ashes that had been
removed from my fireplace
several hours earlier, and the
lady had no idea there were
any live coals in it.
I am so embarrassed and

grieved it happened. We al-
ways had put them in the
garden, and I wasn’t aware
they had been put at the
edge of my yard until a visit-
ing friend happened to go
out to her car and see the
fire, as I was holed up in the
other side of the house
studying the Bible and had
no idea.
How I praise God she had

to go to her car at that mo-
ment, as it would have been
a full-blown heartbreak had
it not been seen when it was,
and what it did do was bad
enough.
So again, I am so sorry it

caused so many so much
trouble, and especially on a
Sunday. May God particularly
bless each one who came to
help, and please accept my
truly heartfelt apologies. I al-
ways so hate to put anyone
out or bother anyone.

Lucy Tedrick
Marion, Ky.

4th-grade N.C.
student needs
Ky. research help
To the editor
Dear people of the great

State of Kentucky, I am a
fourth-grade student in
North Carolina. In fourth

grade, we do state reports,
and I have chosen your state.
I am very excited to learn
more about Kentucky as I
work on my report. 
Most of the information

we get for our reports will
come from books and web-
sites. We also like to get in-
formation from people who
live in the state, too. This is
why I am writing to you. I
was hoping that you would
be willing to send me some
items to help me learn more
about the best things in your
state. It could be things like
postcards, maps, pictures,
souvenirs, general informa-
tion, this newspaper article
or any other items that
would be useful. 
You can mail items to:

Bryan Jerry, Mrs. Hughey’s
class, Charlotte Latin School,
9502 Providence Road, Char-
lotte, NC 28277.
I really appreciate your

help!
Bryan Jerry

Charlotte, N.C.

LETTERS
In the last two

days of the 2017 Reg-
ular Session before
the period where the
Governor decides
whether or not to
veto or accept legis-
lation that has been
sent to him, a num-
ber of bills from each
chamber were
agreed to (con-
curred) by the other
chamber and sent to
Gov. Matt Bevin. Sev-
eral of these were
tied to Kentucky’s
educational system.

Several weeks ago
I devoted almost an
entire column to HB
520, the public char-
ter school bill. At that
time, the House had
passed the bill and
sent it to the Senate
for review. The Sen-
ate made a few tech-
nical changes and
sent the bill back to
the House for con-
currence. There were
no major changes
that gave the House
heartburn and I
voted yes, the House
concurred, and the
bill was sent to the
Governor.

HB 471 was originally
passed out of the House in
early March and sent to the
Senate, and would require the
Kentucky Teachers Retirement
System (KTRS) to pay depend-
ent subsidies for teachers who
retired prior to 2010 and are
under 65 years of age. Cur-
rently, those retired teachers
are stuck with paying the sub-
sidy themselves because the
previous budget did not ad-
dress the issue. The bill also
added an additional $10.3 mil-
lion for pupil transportation to
local traditional schools. The
Senate added language to in-
clude the funding mechanism
for public charter schools and
changed the language regard-
ing pupil transportation and
the KTRS funding problem. The

House wouldn’t go
along with those
changes, so the Sen-
ate reverted to the
dependent and
transportation lan-
guage in the House
bill while keeping
the public charter
school funding lan-
guage.

Basically, HB 471
says Support Educa-
tion Excellence in
Kentucky (SEEK)
funding stays with
the child, but capital
outlay funds stay
with the local tradi-
tional public school,
local voter approved
funds stay with the
local traditional pub-
lic school, 3 percent
of the traditional
public school’s fund-
ing stay with the
local traditional pub-
lic school, and trans-
portation funds stay
with the local tradi-
tional public school
(unless the local tra-
ditional public school
decides not to trans-
port a public charter
school student in
which case trans-
portation funds

would go with the student). I
voted yes, the House con-
curred, and the bill was sent to
the Governor.

It is important to note that
the children who will benefit
from public charter schools are
those in poor urban areas and
there is little chance that a pub-
lic charter school would be lo-
cated in our area. It is equally
important to note that the pub-
lic charter schools will have to
produce or parents will not
choose to send their children to
these schools, and without stu-
dents, the schools would cease
to exist.

Senate Bill 153 is a higher
education bill that is a sweep-
ing overhaul to the funding
model for our public universi-
ties and community colleges.

Rather than a one-size-fits-all
approach, SB 153 would appro-
priate funding based on the
success of schools in areas such
as graduation rates, numbers of
degrees and credit hours
earned and student operation
support. The
formula allo-
cates a per-
centage of
funding based
on student
success as
measured by
course compe-
tition, with an-
other
percentage for
student sup-
port opera-
tions. Our
state’s com-
munity col-
leges will have
a similar, but
separate, fund-
ing formula,
which posi-
tions individ-
ual
community
colleges to
compete
against one
another. In the
past, funding
higher educa-
tion was typically based on
what was provided in the year
and did not consider matters
like enrollment growth or
shrinkage. This measure was
supported by a majority of our
state’s public university and
community college presidents
and is an attempt to help en-
sure tax dollars are appropri-
ately utilized for higher
education. I voted yes, the
measure passed the House, and
the bill was sent to the Gover-
nor.

SB 159 would require all
public high school students to
pass a civics test in order to
graduate with a regular
diploma unless they have taken
and passed a similar test in the
last five years. The test would
be 100 questions drawn from
the civics test administered by

the United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services to
persons seeking to become
naturalized citizens. Students
may take the test as many
times as needed in order to
achieve a passing score of 60

percent. I
voted yes, the
measure
passed the
House, and the
bill was sent to
the Governor.

SB 11
would allow
the construc-
tion of nuclear
power plants
in Kentucky
after plans are
thoroughly
studied and
approved by
both the fed-
eral govern-
ment and the
state of Ken-
tucky. It would
end Ken-
tucky’s
decades-old
moratorium
on construc-
tion of the fa-
cilities once
there is a fed-
erally-ap-

proved means of high-level
nuclear waste disposal that has
been approved for nuclear
waste storage. This is a long
process and a nuclear plant will
not be built in Kentucky any-
time in the near future. I voted
yes, the measure passed the
House, and the bill was sent to
the Governor. 

As always, thank you for
reading my updates, and thank
you for contacting me with
your concerns and thoughtful
suggestions. Your input helps
me make decisions that best
represent the views of the 4th
House District.

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, R-Mar-
ion, has represented House Dis-
trict 4 – Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell and portion of Chris-
tian counties – in the Kentucky
General Assembly since 2013.)

Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
Kentucky House
Legislative Review
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Transportation; Elections,
Constitutional Amend-
ments & Intergovern-
mental Affairs; Economic
Development & Work-
force Investment

Service
House: 2013-present 

Charter schools: No heartburn in House

In this weekly
column, I try to
emphasize positive
legislation that I
believe will move
our state forward.
Unfortunately, in
the final days of the
2017 legislative
session, the Ken-
tucky General As-
sembly passed
some very far-
reaching legislation
that I believe is
wrong for our state
and wrong for our
children.

Late on the 28th
day of this 30-day
session, the Senate
and House passed
legislation to allow
charter schools to
operate in Ken-
tucky, funded by
local school district
tax dollars. Charter
schools are exempt
from state regula-
tions and do not
charge students tu-
ition. Instead, they
are funded using
money that would
otherwise go to the
local public school
district. House Bill
520 allows local
school boards and the mayors
of Louisville and Lexington to
authorize these “public” char-
ter schools, beginning with
the 2017-18 school year. The
companion legislation, HB 471,
requires the local school dis-
tricts to send their per-pupil
state funding (SEEK), as well
as any federal funding, for
each student that goes to a
charter school.

I am a pro public schools

Senator! I vehe-
mently opposed both
measures and de-
fended public educa-
tion and our public
school teachers with
my “No” votes. Our
public school systems
may not be perfect,
but they certainly are
not a “disaster,” as
some proponents of
charter schools have
said. Since 1990, we
have gone from 47th
in the nation to 26th.
Yes, we have more
work to do, but
draining our local
schools of funding is
not the answer. Fur-
thermore, HB 520
opens the door for
the privatization of
our schools by allow-
ing for-profit entities
to establish charter
schools in our dis-
tricts. These schools
will essentially com-
pete for our best and
brightest students
and for the money
that follows them.  

While the legisla-
tion requires only
certified teachers to
be hired at charter
schools, there are no

protections for teachers in the
public school system who
might be laid off due to de-
clining enrollments. The legis-
lation also permits charter
school students who cannot
participate in state-sanctioned
school athletics at their char-
ter school to participate in
sports at the public school in
their district. 

This measure will affect
real people – and those real

people, our Kentucky families,
are going to feel the pain of
charter schools.

I lost the
vote on this
issue, but as
long as I am in
Frankfort, I
will stand up
for public ed-
ucation, for
our public
school stu-
dents and for
our public
school teach-
ers. It is our
job to protect
them and to
fix any parts
of the system
that are bro-
ken. Charter
schools do
nothing to
help local
school dis-
tricts, and, in
fact, will harm
them by
drawing off already limited
funding.  

In my opinion, the passage
of this legislation is the worst
thing to happen to public edu-
cation in Kentucky in my life-
time.

I helped lead the passage of
legislation to create a “volun-
tary travel ID” card to meet
federal REAL ID requirements.
HB 410 creates an enhanced
driver’s license that could be
used to board domestic airline
flights and enter certain fed-
eral facilities, including Fort
Campbell and Fort Knox. As of
Jan. 1, 2019, federal law re-
quires a specialized ID or dri-
ver’s license for access to
these facilities. The bill would
also permit issuance of a stan-

dard driver’s license or state
ID card, but both cards will be
issued for eight years rather

than the cur-
rent four
years.

Several
other bills that
were sent to
the Governor
this week
ranged from
enhanced ani-
mal cruelty
legislation to
authorization
for a veterans’
center to legis-
lation fighting
prescription
drug abuse. 

The next
step is for the
Governor to
consider the
legislation,
which will ei-
ther get his
stamp of ap-
proval – his

signature – or his veto. Unfor-
tunately, the Governor has al-
ready said that he will not
veto the charter schools bill.
We will return to Frankfort for
two final days on March 29
and 30 to consider additional
legislation and override any
gubernatorial vetoes. 

To share your opinion on a
bill or proposal, call the Leg-
islative Message Line at (800)
372-7181. Feel free to e-mail
me directly at
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov. 

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, D-Hen-
derson, has represented Sen-
ate District 4 – Crittenden,
Livingston, Caldwell, Webster,
Union and Henderson coun-
ties – in the Kentucky General
Assembly since 2004.)

Sen. Dorsey
RIDLEY
Kentucky Senate
Legislative Review
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture; Banking &
Insurance; Committee on
Committees; Rules; State
& Local Government;
Transportation

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 

Charter schools bad for Ky.

Stay informed
There are several ways to

keep up with the 2017 legisla-
tive session and share your
thoughts with lawmakers.

Legislative Message Line
(800) 372-7181

TTY Message Line
(800) 896-0305

Bill Status Line
(866) 840-2835

Legislative Calendar Line
(800) 633-9650

General Assembly website
LRC.ky.gov

Write any lawmaker
Sen./Rep. First Last
Legislative Offices
702 Capitol Ave.
Frankfort, KY 40601

Email any lawmaker
firstname.lastname@lrc.gov

Letters policy
Letters should be submit-
ted by 5 p.m. Friday the
week before publication
and include author’s name
only, address, phone num-
ber and signature. Contact
information is required,
but will not be published. 
Letters should be written
in good taste and in most
cases not exceed 300
words or be submitted
within 30 days of your last
submission. We reserve
the right to reject or edit
letters at our discretion.
Original submissions will
not be returned. 
Letters may be brought
into our office, sent to:
Letters, P.O. Box 191,
Marion, KY 42064 or
emailed to the editor at
thepress@the-press.com.

Party power
Of Kentucky’s 138 state

legislative seats, Republi-
cans hold a 91-47 advan-
tage over Democrats,
maintaining a super major-
ity in each chamber.

Kentucky Senate
Republicans - 27
Democrats - 11

Kentucky House
Republicans - 64
Democrats - 36



STAFF REPORT

Members of the Kentucky
Boy Scouts leadership group
were in Marion on March 12
to present local Scout leader
and minister David Combs
with the Wood Badge for
Scouting leadership.

Combs, the pastor of
Marion United Methodist
Church where the local
Scouting program is head-
quartered, received his
Wood Badge for training on
two weekends last summer
then completing his five-goal
project over the last year. 

The Wood Badge is the
highest level of training at-
tainable by Scout leaders.
Amanda Smith of Camp-
bellsville was the course di-
rector for the training
Combs earned and she
came to his church and pre-
sented the pastor with the
appropriate colored Scout
scarf to signify his work and
the Wood Badge beads that
mark leaders who have
achieved that status.

Combs said the training
was beneficial for his work
in Scouting where he has
been a leader for a dozen
years and also in his min-
istry. 

The 48-year-old pastor
was involved in Scouting as
a youngster and his three
boys have all been Scouts,
his oldest has attained the

Eagle. 
The Methodist church

hosts Scouting programs for
boys and girls and has more
than 60 youngsters involved
with three different troops.

Part of Combs’ Wood

Badge project was to in-
crease leadership training
among the local Scout com-
manders. Now, 90 percent of
the leaders in Marion are
trained. 

The Wood Badge experi-

ence also includes training
in leadership concepts uti-
lized in the corporate world
and government organiza-
tions that are relevant to
Scouting's values, Smith
said.
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Wood Badge recognizes Combs for leadership

PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS, THE PRESS

A team of District Scouting officials were in Marion March 12 to present local Scout leader David
Combs with the highest achievement for Scout leadership training – the Wood Badge. Making
the presentation were (from left) Denise Boaz, Amanda Smith, Combs and Dave Watson.

Board gives OK to ag ed for
turning bus into greenhouse

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Through a grant and donation of a bus from the board of edu-
cation, Crittenden County agriculture education students can
soon get to work on converting a school bus to a greenhouse. 

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Crittenden County stu-
dents will have a longer sum-
mer break than those in
recent years, but will go
deeper into May in the 2017-
18 school year. Last week, the
board of educa-
tion reset the
closing dates for
both the current
and subsequent
academic years. 

The final day
for classroom in-
struction this
year will be Tues-
day, May 16, a
full 10 days ear-
lier than in 2016. Last sum-
mer was delayed due to
numerous make-up days nes-
sitated by wintry weather. But
this year, students have only
two days to recover at the end
of the calendar, which was
initially planned for Friday,
May 12.

There is also a teacher
planning day April 9 that
could be used for classes if
more make-up days become
necessary.

The 2017-18 start for stu-
dents will be Wednesday, Aug.
16, a bit later than in the last
few years. The current school

year started on Aug. 10, giving
children only 77 days of play
following May 26 dismissal.
Summer 2017 is slated to last
93 days.

The last day for students in
the next academic year was
moved to May 22, 2018, to

allow for addi-
tional teacher
planning time
throughout the
year. 

Superintend-
ent Vince Clark
said the later
start to next
year's calendar
was not a result
of legislation

passed in this year's Kentucky
General Assembly encourag-
ing schools to give kids a
longer summer. Opening date
had been set prior to a meas-
ure approved by lawmakers
urging classes to begin no ear-
lier than the Monday closest
to Aug. 26.

The board last week also
set the dates and times for the
Class of 2017 graduation cer-
emonies. Commencement will
be Friday, May 19 with class
night the evening prior. Bac-
calaureate will be Wednesday,
May 17. All ceremonies begin
at 6 p.m.

Board sets last day of school,
summer longer than recently

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

Shannon Hodge was recognized last week as Crittenden
County School District’s ROCKET Way Employee of the Month.
In presenting the award during the March 14 school board
meeting, Superintendent Vince Clark lauded not only her skill
as coach of the girls basketball team, but also her passion and
concern for students and players. Hodge was named 2nd Re-
gion Coach of the Year and guided the team to the most wins
of any athletic program in the district’s history.

School year
comparison

2016-17
Aug. 10 to May 16

2017-18
Aug. 16 to May 22

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Bus 9614 once carried chil-
dren to school, but will soon be
teaching them once it is con-
verted to a greenhouse.

By declaring the bus sur-
plus property and donating it
to Crittenden County High
School's agriculture education
department, the board of edu-
cation gave the go-ahead last
week to get the project rolling.
The conversion is being funded
through a grant and will be
completed by high school stu-
dents.

Ag education instructor
Larry Duvall said the green-
house is aimed at having teens
teach the youngest students in
the district applied science
practices for horticulture and
explain the benefits of produc-
ing their own fruits and vegeta-
bles. It will also give the high
school students some experi-
ence at mentoring.

"Our goal is to teach them
science and teach them to
grow their own food," Duvall
said of middle and high school
students who will tend the mo-
bile gardens once the bus is

ready.
The longtime ag ed teacher

works part-time at the high
school alongside Jessica Cum-
mins, the full-time instructor.
Both are FFA advisors, so the
grant through the Kentucky
FFA Foundation to fund the
project was a natural fit. Duvall
applied for the money last fall.

The bus is no longer opera-
ble. It has no engine and has
been robbed of many parts to
keep other buses in the school
district's transportation fleet
running. The metal top will be
removed and replaced with a
skylight. Seats will also be
taken out in favor of raised
beds for gardening. Duvall said
a hitch will be fashioned to the
bus, allowing it to be towed
from school to school like a
trailer.

All of the conversion work
will be done by high school
students. Duvall said that
through the transformation,
the teens will get to utilize
many of the abilities they have
learned in the classroom, in-
cluding vocational skills like
using plasma torches to re-
move the top.at 6 p.m.

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Crittenden County
Schools are feeding more
than 200 additional students
a day through the federal
government's free meal pro-
gram, but not everyone is
happy about that.

The school district quali-
fied for the USDA's Commu-
nity Eligibility Provision, or
CEP, last summer and began
offering free breakfast and
lunch to every student when
the 2016-17 academic year
began. Through the first 135
days of classes, the district's
two cafeterias dished out
about 90 more breakfasts
each day and 215 additional
lunches.

"We do have kids that
come to school every day
hungry," Superintendent
Vince Clark said in response
to a question at last week's
public forum on the board of
education's school tax in-
crease consideration.

If the pace continues at
the elementary school and
joint middle-high school
cafeterias, by May 16 when
kids start their summer, food

services will have prepared
15,000 more breakfasts and
36,000 more lunches over
last year. And that has been
done with the same number
of staff as last year, reports
Clark.

The meals are absolutely
free to any of the school sys-
tem's 1,300 or so students
as a result of the 2010
Hunger-Free Kids Act under
President Barack Obama.
CEP allows schools or dis-
tricts where more than 40
percent of students are con-
sidered "food-vulnerable" to
offer the free meals. 

The county's three
schools join more than 7,000
nationwide who use the pro-
gram.

But there's no such thing
as a free lunch, argue some
opponents.

The local school district is
responsible for about 20 per-
cent of the cost for providing
the free breakfasts and
lunches. The federal govern-
ment covers the rest. How-
ever, the local school district
makes up much of its cost
through a la carte sales in
the cafeterias.

"Why are doctors' and
lawyers' kids getting free
lunches?" Steve Haire ques-
tioned at the forum, prompt-
ing Clark's response.

Haire, who has no chil-
dren in the school system,
objects along with other Con-
servatives because they be-
lieve it is an example of
government waste, with tax-
payers, in essence, subsidiz-
ing the meals of students'
whose families can afford to
pay the full rate. Prior to the
current academic year when
CEP began locally, students
were eligible for free or re-
duced-price meals based on
household income. That
means no one had to go hun-
gry even without the pro-
gram, argue some
Republicans on Capitol Hill.

Clark has said the average
person might be surprised at
how many students come to
school hungry. Prior to this
year, many of those children
who could not afford to eat
would go home hungry be-
cause their families had not
completed the application
process for adjusted meal
prices. 

Under President Donald
Trump and the Republican-
held Congress, it could soon
be last call for CEP ... or at
least a diet version of it may
be instituted. 

Legislation was proposed
and debated in Congress
under Obama’s administra-
tion that would raise the
qualification level for schools
and districts. It would re-
quire 60 percent of students
at a school or district to be
food-vulnerable. 

That would likely exclude
Crittenden County School
District from eligibility. The
district qualified last year for
CEP with about a 50-percent
rate of food-vulnerable stu-
dents.

The congressional bill
died, but with a GOP Presi-
dent, Conservatives could
feel empowered up another
go at modifying or eliminat-
ing the program.

According to the Center
on Budget and Policy Priori-
ties, only 441 of Kentucky's
804 schools currently eligible
for the program would qual-
ify under the 60 percent
guideline.

Free lunch questioned, threatened



By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR
A shortage of bus drivers

is becoming critical for Crit-
tenden County School Dis-
trict. The school system has
already been forced to con-
solidate a second route.
"The driver shortage con-

tinues to be a daily chal-
lenge," Superintendent
Vince Clark said at last
week's board of education
meeting.
The district has had to

consolidate to 18 routes be-
cause it does not have
enough drivers, and has vir-
tually no margin for over-
coming absences and
covering extra-curricular
trips, some of which may be
overnight.
"We have no room for error

right now. We face running
a route or taking a trip
sometimes," said Wayne
Winters, lead vehicle me-
chanic. "Of course, the route
comes first."
Two drivers called in sick

Monday, forcing athletic
teams to scramble for a
driver for after-school
games.
Increased regulations over

the years and the nature of
the job had already created
difficulty in finding inter-
ested and qualified candi-
dates. But the November

2016 Chattanooga, Tenn.,
bus crash that killed six
children and injured several
more has made it even
harder. The driver in the
deadly crash was speeding
and driving recklessly. Win-
ters said increased scrutiny
in the media since the wreck
has turned up the heat on
transportation officials who
make the call on hiring driv-
ers.
"You could not sit down to

watch mainstream news for
two to four weeks without
seeing something about that
crash," Winters explained.
"If I pull your MVR (motor
vehicle record) and find a
ticket, I have to think twice.
It could put us in a bad sit-
uation."
Winters said despite re-

peatedly advertising open-
ings and coverage of the
driver shortage in The Crit-
tenden Press, he has re-
ceived only a handful of
applicants over the last few
months. He's constantly re-
cruiting and keeping an eye
out for potential drivers. 
"I'm just not getting the

applications," Winters said.
Due to looming retire-

ments and the return of at
least one route, there is a
need for three full-time driv-
ers and three more subs for
the next school year. Subs
start out at an hourly rate of
$10.19, while full-time driv-
ers begin at $11.80. Incre-
mental raises are added
after that.
He admits driving a bus is

not for everyone, but for
those with the right stuff, it
can be rewarding.
"Within three years, they

can be making $13," Winters
said.
Plus, there's insurance

and retirement.
"The cool thing about it,

it's one of the few jobs you've
got where you can be off on

the weekends and 2-3
months in summer," he
added. "It's not a bad gig."
A driver can expect about

four hours a day and oppor-
tunities for even more sup-
plemental income through
extra-curricular trips. Win-
ters said retirees, self-em-
ployed individuals and even
moms with flexible sched-
ules are ideal candidates. In
fact, Winters plans to target
those women with a new
round of advertising.
Currently, about half of

the district's drivers are fe-
male.
For more information on

becoming a bus driver, con-
tact Winters at (270) 965-
3866 or email
wayne.winters@critten-
den.kyschools.us.

County seeks
fitness grant
for park’s trail
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County Fiscal

Court is applying for a grant that
would add fitness equipment to
the walking trail at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park.
A public hearing was held last

Thursday prior to the regular
monthly fiscal court meeting and
more than two dozen signed a
petition supporting the idea.
The exact amount of funding

for the grant has yet to be deter-
imined. A committee made up of
local fitness professionals and
enthusiasts will select the equip-
ment styles that would be placed
around the 1.25-mile track. Al-
ready the park has installed a
set of pull-up bars on the back
side of the track and a number
of fitness buffs use the seating
around the trail for box jumps
and other types of exercises.
Similar fitness stations would be
added as part of the grant.
If secured, the Recreationals

Trails Grant would pay for half of
the costs. The county would pro-
vide the balance of the cost
through in-kind services such as
labor to install the equipment.
The county does not anticipate
putting any cash into the project.
Inmate labor would likely be
used as part of the county’s
share.
Park board officials say that

any new addition to the park
would be for low or no mainte-
nance type equipment.
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Jennings
Mary June Jennings, 77,

of Burna died Tuesday,
March 14, 2017 at Liv-
ingston Hospital in Salem.
She was a member of

North Livingston Baptist
Church.
Suviving are daughters,

Carla Holeman of Burna
and Denise (Ronnie) Bebout
of Salem; a  son, Ron
(Marta) Nall of Lone Oak;
five grandchildren; and a
great-grand child.
She was preceded in

death by her husband, Carl
Jennings; son, David
Richard Nall; and parents,
Henry and Alberta Clark
Dickerson.
Services were Thursday,

March 16 at the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors and
Cremations Services with
Bro. Jim Wring officiating.
Burial was at Hampton
Cemetery.

Vaughn
Rosa Davidson Vaughn,

86, of Henderson, N.C., died
Saturday, March 18, 2017
at a nursing facility there.
She was born on Aug. 5,

1930 in Marion, the daugh-
ter of the late Ernest Lee
Davidson and Isabelle Loftis
Koon.  
She was a retired man-

ager of Breckenridge Job
Corps in Morganfield.
Surviving are two daugh-

ters, Cheryl Vaughn
Watkins of Henderson,
N.C., and Alissa Vaughn
Terrasa of Lake Jackson,
Texas; a son, Thomas
Glenn Vaughn of Raleigh,
N.C.;  five grandchildren,
Jason Christopher Vaughn,
John Michael Vaughn,
Michael Terrasa, III, Joshua
Terrasa and Tara Terrasa
Sanchez; and two great-
grandchildren, Esme
Vaughn and Hannah
Vaughn.
Services will be held in

Lake Jackson, Texas. J.M.
White Funeral Home of
Henderson, N.C., was in
charge of arrangements.

Endsley
Dorothy Hughes Ends-

ley, 65, of Eddyville, for-
merly of
Marion, died
Sunday, March
19, 2017 at her
home. 
She was for-

merly assistant
administrator
at Crittenden
County Convalescent Cen-
ter in Marion and was of the
Christian faith.   
Surviving are her hus-

band, Ken Endsley of Ed-
dyville; eight daughters,
Rachelle McNeely of Marion,
Renee Hurley of Salem,
Carrie Burnett of Mayfield,
Amy Hutchison of Marion,
Teresa Williams of Marion,
Lisa Beavers of Marion,
Kimberly Buckler of Crest-
wood, Ky., and Joni Blake
of Shepardsville, Ky.; a sis-
ter, Donna McDaniel of
Benton; 17 grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren;
and a niece.
She was preceded in

death by her parents, Frank
L. and Relma Lee Wood
Lawson.
Friends may visit the

family on Thursday, March
23, from 5 to 8 p.m., at
Lindsey Funeral Home in
Paducah. Funeral services
will be on at 1 p.m., Friday,
March 24 at the funeral
home with Rev. Ed Clement
officiating. Burial will follow
at Clarks River Cemetery. 
Memorials may be made

to Lourdes Hospice or St.
Jude Children’s Hospital in
St. Louis, Mo.

Deaths

Most Reverend John Jere-
miah McRaith, 82, Bishop of
the Diocese of Owensboro
from 1982 to 2009, died
Sunday, March 19, 2017. 
He was born in Hutchin-

son, Minn., Dec. 6, 1934.
McRaith graduated from

St. Bernard Seminary in
Dubuque, Iowa, and was or-
dained a priest of the Diocese
of New Ulm, Minn., on Feb.
21, 1960. In 1982, he was or-
dained as the third Bishop of
the Diocese of Owensboro. In
addition to shepherding the
Catholic Church of western
Kentucky, Bishop McRaith
served as board member for
Brescia University, the
Daniel Pitino Center,
McAuley Free Clinic in
Owensboro and Lourdes
Hospital Foundation in Pad-

ucah.
He is sur-

vived by his
sister, Mar-
garet Mary
Madden and
several nieces
and nephews.
B i s h o p
McRaith was
preceded in death by his par-
ents, Arthur and Marie
McRaith; his brother, James
“Jim” McRaith; his sister,
Jane Moening; niece, Shan-
non Ekeren-Moening; and
nephew, Barry McRaith.
On Thursday, March 23, a

tractor-pulled wagon will
process with the body of
Bishop McRaith from Glenn
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory in Owensboro to St.
Stephen Cathedral. Mass at

the Cathedral will take place
at 12:05 p.m., with public
visitation following until 8
p.m. A Wake Service is
scheduled for 6 p.m., at the
Cathedral. On Friday, March
24, public visitation will take
place at the Cathedral from
8-10:45 a.m., with a Funeral
Mass at 11 a.m. 

CRAYNE 
CEMETERY

ASSOCIATION
will have its

Annual Meeting
Saturday, April 1

9:00 a.m.
At The 
Crayne 

Community Church
You may mail donations to:

139 Oak Hill Dr., Marion, KY 42064
Thank you in advance,

Brenda Underdown, Treasurer
McRaith

Former bishop, McRaith, dies at 82

Job Opportunity with Benefits
Bus driver shortage creates havoc



Collyer’s 
Tax Service

Located at

535 Youth Camp Road, Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-2045 or 
(270) 704-0905

Over fifteen years experience.
We look forward to serving you again this year.

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax return preparers go to IRS.gov Kim Collyer, Owner

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

through each day, as it was
built to handle typical traffic in-
side an industrial park.

The council has discussed
the issue many times in the
past, reaching no solution.
Placing a weight limit on Coun-
try Club Drive has been consid-
ered, yet not seriously pursued.
Now, however, resolution may
perhaps be within reach follow-
ing Monday’s council meeting.

City Administrator Adam
Ledford said he has spoken
with Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet officials about the
problem created by heavy traf-
fic using the street to bypass
the hairy intersection. He said
Monday they appear open to
the idea of taking over mainte-
nance of the street. The state,
perhaps, appears more eager to
repair and keep up Country
Club Drive than to rework a
problem intersection of two fed-
eral highways.

“They seem to be genuinely
concerned about the turning of
trucks at 641 and 60,” Ledford
said, adding that the tight
turns by tractor-trailers that
have taken out signs and utility
poles and created traffic issues
at time is a top worry of the
Cabinet.

For the state to take over
Country Club Drive, though,
requires a trade-off. Ledford
said officials told him they
might consider a swap of Old
Salem Road (Ky. 981), where
the state highway department
facility for the county is located.

If the swap does not occur
soon, the council may finally
pursue the weight restriction.

“I think that’s the only way
we can force their hand on it,”
Councilman Donnie Arflack
said.

Ledford said he will check
into what is required of the city
to place a weight limit and relay
his findings to the council at
next month’s meeting.

Some on the council worry
about the issues that may arise
if all heavy traffic is funneled to
the stoplight.

“That’s going to be a major
problem if we start sending
more trucks to that intersec-
tion,” said Councilman Dwight
Sherer, adding that he recently
saw a tractor-trailer hit road
signs at the corner twice before
finally negotiating the turn.

Fire Chief Ronald “Red”
Howton, who drives a heavy
truck for his employer, said a
weight limit will essentially be a
paper tiger for most fellow op-
erators.

“You won’t stop it unless
you put gates on each end,” he
warned.

Country Club pool
As the days get longer, time

grows shorter for the pool at
Marion Country Club to open.

Ledford updated the council
on a request by country club
manager Nathan King to help
keep the pool open. The city
has credited the club for about
$2,600 in overbilled water and
offered, among other things, to
help detect a leak that kept the
children’s pool closed last year.

However, Ledford said King
has not responded to multiple
requests to revisit the issue
after a meeting in January with
Ledford and elected representa-
tives of the city.

“Attempts to follow up have
fallen on deaf ears,” the city ad-
ministrator said.

Ledford said King wants the
city to subsidize operation of
the pool, which consistently
loses thousands of dollars. 

“He was looking at some
type of potential trade-off where
the city would subsidize his
loss in exchange for expanding
(public) days,” Ledford ex-
plained.

That is something the city is
not willing to do.

King recently told The Crit-
tenden Press that the pool
would not open without help
from the city. If that happens,
it would likely spell an end for
the Marion Stingrays, the local
swim team of more than five-
dozen children.

Byford and Sykes were part
of the January meeting, and
both believe the proposal to
King was sufficient. Sherer
spoke in agreement Monday,
too.

“There are going to be some
kids who suffer who were on
swim team,” added the mayor,
who has a child on the compet-
itive swimming squad.

There is still time to strike a
deal before the traditional
opening of Memorial Day week-
end, Ledford said, adding that
the city would still like to work
with King, “but that gap is clos-
ing quickly.”

At press time, King had not
responded to phone calls from
the newspaper.

Nuisance properties
The council moved forward

on a request last month by
Code Enforcement Officer Terri
Hart to rid the city of vacant,
delapidated manufactured
homes.

An ordinance was intro-
duced that would place a fine
on owners of mobile homes

that are vacant or used as stor-
age and pose a health and
safety hazard or source of filth.
Of 58 vacant manufactured
homes, Hart estimates about
half fit that description.

A vote on the ordinance is
expected next month.

Fire truck purchase
The council approved the

purchase of a pumper fire
truck for Marion Fire Depart-
ment that will replace a 55-
year-old truck. 

The cost of the truck from
the Village of Aroma Park in
northern Illinois will be
$28,000. The council had ap-
proved spending up to
$25,000, so the cost was sub-
sidized by $2,000 in state aid
money from the fire department
and a $1,000 private contribu-
tion from Gary Cruce, a volun-
teer firefighter. Howton said the
fire department will pay for the
pumper with the state aid
money it receives each year.
The city’s general fund will not
be tapped.

“It shows a real need if a fire-
fighter puts in his own money,”
the mayor said.

Cruce also donated $100 for
a radio, and fellow fireman Jim
Johnson voluntarily flew How-
ton and Cruce to Aroma Park to
look at the truck.

Budget
The city has now begun to

put money into a fund intended
to be established last year
under former City Administra-
tor Mark Bryant. When the
council agreed to pay off fire de-
partment construction debt
with savings and eliminate ac-
cruing interest, an equivalent of
the monthly payment was to be
put into an account. But that
was never established. Under
Ledford, the fund now has
$10,000 and $5,000 will be
added each month, said Treas-
urer Melinda Gipson.

Further work on the new
budget has been delayed as
Ledford awaits health insur-
ance quotes from the Kentucky
League of Cities. He hopes to
have a revised preliminary
budget to the council in April.

LMI survey
Progress on the low- to mod-

erate-income (LMI) survey has
been twice the expected pace,
Ledford said. 

Completion of the survey
could make the city eligible for
a federal Community Develop-
ment Block Grant of $1 million
to go toward the cost of a new
sewer plant, estimated to be
about $11 million. Results of
the survey must show that a

healthy portion of those polled
rate as low- or moderate-in-
come residents.

Households were selected
randomly by Pennyrile Area
Development District, but the
survey has been carried out by
city employees going door to
door. As of Monday, 138 of 350
in the survey sample group had
been approached. One hun-
dred sixty-three households
must fit the income require-
ments for the city to qualify for
a grant. Hart estimates about
thre-quarters of that number
have been obtained.

COUNCIL
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Saturday storytime
Betty Brantley and Alexa Black led a special story time for about 15 children Saturday at Crittenden County Public Library.
Brantley (center), of Salem, was sharing her children's book "Rhyan's Rainbow" which Black (left), also of Livingston County,
fully illustrated. The pair stuck around for a book signing afterward and the library hosted about four dozen people for the re-
ception. Book signings of locally-connected authors at the library have become regular events. Next month, Library Director
Regina Merrick's first book, Christian fiction novel "Carolina Dream" will be featured. In May, Crittenden County native John
M.L. "Mike" Brown will return home to visit and sign his book, “The Kentucky Way,” a murder mystery set in Crittenden County
in the 1930s and 40s. All books can be ordered on Amazon.

ing on a case where a road
sign was stolen and later ap-
peared in a wedding photo-
graph on social media. 

Newcom has asked the
county’s fiscal court to ap-
prove additional funding for
road signs in order to make
them tougher to steal. He
figures with time and mate-
rials, it costs about $100 to
install a typical green road
marker. For about $26
more, the county could get
what’s considered anti-theft
signs with heavy poles, stur-

dier material and riveted
joints. 

“People don’t realize the
safety issues that creates for
ambulances and fire depart-
ments,” said Magistrate Dan
Wood, who is also a member
of the Shady Grove Volun-
teer Fire Department. 

The county attorney said
anyone caught with signs
will be prosecuted, and de-
pending on the number of
signs stolen or damaged, the
crime could be considered a
felony punishable for a year
or more in prison.

The county decided it will
soon begin using the stur-
dier material for road signs.

SIGNS
Continued from Page 1



BY FELTY YODER
We have a word of exhor-

tation in 1 Pet. 5:8 that
reads, "Be sober, be vigilant,
because your adversary the
devil walks about like a roar-
ing lion, seeking whom he
may devour." We will notice
it does not say he will seek to
devour whoever he chooses,
but seeking whom he may
devour. Those who pay heed
to his roaring are the ones in
great danger of being de-
voured. He can come roaring
into our thought life with
what a certain brother did,
and what a certain sister
said, and how it is going in
that family, or in the church
in this or that location. With
this roar he paralyzes those
who do not resist him stead-
fast in the faith until he can
inject them with the poison
of accusation. 
By the way, all accusa-

tions come from one and the
same source, and that is of
the wicked one. The accuser
of our brethren. His purpose
is to kill, steal and destroy. It
succeeds for him when he
gets someone to turn his at-
tention away from the sin in
his own flesh. Such a person
no longer lives in the spirit of
self-acknowledgement but is
consumed with other peo-
ple’s matters and mistakes,
and neglects his own sancti-
fication. By not having a love
for the truth, the devil finds
him in a condition in which
he may devour him. "But if

ye bite and devour one an-
other, take heed that ye be
not consumed one of an-
other." (Gal. 5:15)
The evil days come in

everybody's life, and it seems
that flesh and blood are the
cause of it. However, that is
not necessarily the case. It is
the spiritual hosts of wicked-
ness that make use of flesh
and blood. It is their will to
rule over all men. "For we
wrestle not against flesh and
blood but against principali-
ties, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the
whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done
all, to stand." (Eph. 6:12-13)
In order to withstand we

need to understand the na-
ture of the battle. When a
spirit of stubbornness enters
a person and he behaves
stubbornly toward his neigh-
bor, his neighbor does not
realize that spirit powers are
at work. He only thinks of

the person as flesh and
blood, and repays evil with
evil. He does not realize he
has thereby opened his heart
to the same spirit that drove
the first person to be stub-
born. Consequently, he is
not any better than he. Now
Satan has laid hold of both
of them. He has come to
steal, to kill and to destroy.
By his spirit he drives both
these people to destroy each
other. Neither of them real-
izes Satan is driving both of
them. That is how Satan
plays games with people and
destroys them. This destruc-
tion would come to an end as
soon as they would close
their hearts to him. Man can
behave badly and destroy
one another, but that does
not overcome the evil spirit
that drove them. When the
evil day comes, many people

resort to lying, hypocrisy,
guile and strife to save their
life as much as possible. In-
stead of relying on God,
withstanding, and holding
fast to the good, they are de-
voured by the evil, losing
both their boldness and joy.
We who believe, are called

to overcome evil with good.
Therefore, count it all joy,
brothers when you come into
various trials. They are a
sign from God that He trusts
you. When we hold fast to
the good, the evil spirit pow-
ers will be trodden under our
feet.

(Editor's note: Felty Yoder, of
the Salem area, shares his views
periodically in this newspaper.
His opinions are his own and are
not necessarily those of this
newspaper.)
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- A cemetery meeting will be
held at Sugar Grove Presbyte-
rian Church on April 2 after the
worship service.

- Maundy Thursday Service
will be held at 6 p.m., April 13
at Marion United Methodist
Church. 

- Good Friday Service will be
held at 6 p.m., Friday April 14
at Cumberland Presbyterian
Church and there will be a 6
a.m., Sunrise Service on

Easter, April 16 at the church
on West Bellville Street.

- Sugar Grove Church will
have Sunrise Service at 6
a.m. on Easter Sunday, April
16.

- Sturgis General Baptist
Church is having revival this
week through Friday. The
services are at 7, nightly with
evangelist Rev. Chris Brantley
of Piggott, Ark., formerly of
Marion.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH

First Baptist Church of Fredonia will
present its 11th Annual Forgiveness
House on two weekends this month
and next, starting with this weekend.
During March, the walk-through

drama will be held from 6-8 p.m., this
Friday and Saturday and from 2:30-8
p.m., on Sunday.
During April, the dates are Friday,

April and Saturday, April 15 from 6-8
p.m., each night. 
The drama will be held at the

church’s Family Life Center located
next to the church at 208 Cassidy Av-
enue in Fredonia.
The production will portray the last

days of Jesus Christ on earth.  
Event goers will begin their journey

through Forgiveness House by viewing
the Last Supper of Jesus with his dis-
ciples. The next scene will take them to
the garden where Jesus prayed. Then
comes the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion.
Next is a stop at the tomb where the
viewer will experience the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. From there, a newly

added scene for this year is the ascen-
sion of Jesus into Heaven. The final
segment will be a visit to Heaven. This
scene has also been newly revised.  
The entire production includes script

changes from previous productions,
and new scenery and music.  
This event is free and everyone is not

only invited, but encouraged to attend,
say organizers.

Child care will be available for chil-
dren under the age of nine. 
New tours will begin approximately

every 30 minutes.  
Walk-ins are welcome, but reserva-

tions are recommended, especially for
larger groups.
For more information, call Rena Hill-

yard at (270) 625-3837 to make reser-
vations. 

BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS
819 Terrace Drive • Marion, Kentucky

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to
qualifying person. 

DISABLED • NEAR ELDERLY • ELDERLY • FAMILY

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

SECTION 8
HOUSING EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Be vigilant in fight against spiritual darkness

Crucifixion - Resurrection - Heaven

All come to life at Forgiveness House

These are scenes from last year’s Forgivness House production in Fredonia.



STAFF REPORT

A proposal to relocate un-
sightly utility lines along the
100 and 200 blocks of South
Main Street is on ice for now.

Both Crittenden Fiscal
Court and Marion City Coun-
cil have rejected pitching in on
a $75,000 plan to place AT&T
and Mediacom lines behind
city hall, the courthouse and
Farmers Bank & Trust Co.
Last Thursday, the county
voted down a request to sub-
sidize the effort, and Monday,
the city council opted to forgo
its portion. Marion Tourism
Commission had approved
paying a share of the cost dur-
ing a special meeting last
Wednesday; however, the
commission’s approval was
contingent on the county and
city both participating. 

The  downtown beautifica-
tion project is spearheaded,
largely, by the incentive from
the bank. The bank, which
just completed outside reno-
vations of more $500,000 and
plans to do even more inside,
had agreed to pay one-third,
or about $25,000 of the total
cost quoted by the telecom-
munications providers. The
bank had agreed to finance
the contributions of the city,
county and the tourism com-
mission for a period of five

years. 
Magistrates Dan Wood and

Donnetta Travis last week
were in favor of participating
in the project, which would
have cost the county about
$17,000. The other four mag-
istrates and Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom voted against it.
Bank officials Wade Berry and
Andy Hunt were at the
county’s meeting and indi-
cated that Farmers would be
open to helping with the proj-
ect at a later date, if money be-
comes available. 

The issue was not voted on
by the city council. Instead, on
the advice of Mayor Jared By-
ford, a loan officer at the bank,
action was tabled until a quote
on relocating the lines for the
200 block only could be re-
turned. This plan would leave
the county out of inclusion.

councilwoman Phyllis Sykes,
most recently served on the
body from March 2013 to De-
cember 2016. In 2013, he was
appointed to fill the unexpired
term of Greg West, who re-
signed to become county trial

commissioner. He earned the
right to keep the seat in the
2014 election, but last fall, he
did not seek re-election to the
council seated in January of
this year. He cited family mat-
ters as the reason for not run-
ning last year, but earlier this
month said he was now ready
to serve if called upon.

He had previously served

on the non-partisan council
after winning two-year terms
in 2006, 2008 and 2010. He
did not seek re-election in
2012, but accepted West’s
open seat just four months
after that general election.

Tabor brings a working
knowledge of all the key mat-
ters facing the city – man-
dated wastewater treatment

system upgrades that include
a new $11 million sewer plant,
the poor condition of city
streets, nuisance properties
and budgetary concerns.

Monday was the first meet-
ing presided over by the new
mayor. Jared Byford is only
the second mayor in 29 years
after being appointed March 1
by his fellow council members

to fill the unexpired term of
former Mayor Mickey Alexan-
der, who resigned in Febru-
ary, citing increased
responsibilities as a financial
advisor with Edward Jones in
Marion. Byford is the sixth
consecutive mayor to first
take the seat by appointment.

TABOR
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Amid the various signs
that spring is coming, law-
makers continued last week
to send a growing number of
bills to the governor’s office
this week. The fevered pace ri-
vals the extraordinarily quick
and historic start to the 2017
legislative session.

One high-profile measure
that’s expected to soon be
signed into law would allow
charter schools to operate in
Kentucky.

House Bill 520 would allow
local school boards to author-
ize public charter schools in
their school districts begin-
ning with the 2017-18 school
year. The schools would be es-
tablished by contract and gov-
erned by independent boards
to provide Kentucky residents
with educational programs
aimed at meeting or exceeding
student performance stan-
dards adopted by the Ken-
tucky Board of Education.

Kentucky is one of seven
states that do not already
allow public charter schools,
according to the National
Conference of State Legisla-
tures.

Meantime, HB 471, the
mechanism to fund charter
schools, requires local school
districts to give up the per-
pupil state and federal fund-
ing for each child that goes to
charter school. They are also
responsible for busing stu-
dents to charter schools or
face elimination of state sub-
sidies for transportation.

In other business, lawmak-
ers gave final approval to leg-
islation that would lift a
moratorium on the construc-
tion of nuclear power plants in
the state. Senate Bill 11 would
amend statutes to change the
requirement that facilities
have a way to permanently
dispose of nuclear waste. In-
stead, they would only be re-
quired to have a plan for its
safe storage, and that the
plans be approved by the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

There are currently about
100 nuclear reactors across

30 U.S. states.
SB 11 has been delivered

to the governor’s office to be
signed into law.

The General Assembly’s
2017 session is now in its veto
recess, the period of time in
which lawmakers return to
their home districts and give
time to see if the governor ve-
toes any bills. Lawmakers are
scheduled to return to the
Capitol next Wednesday and
Thursday for the final days of
the 2017 legislative session.

Much is left uncertain at
press time. Other significant
bills sent to the Gov. Matt
Bevin’s office this session but
still awaiting his signature
are:

- HB 38 would ban regis-
tered sex offenders from pub-
lic playgrounds unless they
have written permission from
the local governing body.

- HB 410, known as the
REAL ID Bill, would create a
voluntary travel ID – an en-
hanced driver’s license – that
could be used to board air-
planes and enter certain fed-
eral facilities, including
certain military facilities, as of
Jan. 1, 2019. The legislation
is aimed at creating a form of
state-issued identification
that meets federal anti-terror-
ism standards. The bill also
spells out rules for the is-
suance of a “standard”
driver’s license, permit or
state personal ID card.

- SB 50, which would give
school districts more leeway
in setting school calendars
while maintaining the current
requirement to provide at
least 1,062 hours of instruc-
tion per year. The bill is de-
signed to provide more
flexibility for individual dis-
tricts to operate on a “variable
student instructional year,”
choosing to provide the re-
quired number of hours with-
out necessarily fitting them
into the current mandate of
170 instructional days. It also
encourages pushing the start
of the school year to late Au-
gust or later.

- SB 75 would increase the

amount donors can con-
tribute to election campaigns.
Under the legislation, individ-
uals and political action com-
mittees could donate $2,000
in the primary and general
elections in Kentucky – up
from the $1,000 limit.

Awaiting Senate approval
- HB 13 would authorize

$10.5 million in state bond
funds for construction of a
state veterans’ nursing home
in Bowling Green. Kentucky’s
four state veterans’ nursing
homes are currently in Haz-
ard, Wilmore, Hanson and
Radcliff.

- HB 58 would authorize
participation in public school
interscholastic extracurricular
activities by a home school
student. 

- HB 241 would require
that a student-athlete sus-
pected of sustaining a concus-
sion not return to a practice or
competition until cleared by a
physician to do so.

- SB 1 is a sweeping edu-
cation reform measure that
sets the course to change ed-
ucational standards and ac-
countability for public
schools. The more than 100-
page-long bill is an omnibus
measure aimed at empower-
ing state education officials,
locally-elected school board
members and teachers to de-
cide the best teaching meth-
ods for their communities.
The bill would change how
students are tested, and it
would also set up a new way
for intervening in low-per-
forming schools by placing
more power in the local school
district during those interven-
tions. This bill has cleared the
Senate and House, but awaits
a final Senate vote after the
House approved a revised
measure.

Awaiting House approval
- SB 78 would require pub-

lic schools across Kentucky
would to go smoke-free by
next school year. The bill
would outlaw the use of all to-
bacco products, including

electronic cigarettes, on ele-
mentary, middle and high
school campuses in addition
to buses.

Signed into law
- HB 1 makes Kentucky a

right-to-work state. Under
this measure, membership in
a labor union is optional in-
stead of mandatory for work-
ers at unionized workplaces.

- HB 2 requires a woman
seeking an abortion to first
undergo an obstetric ultra-
sound and receive a medical
explanation of what that ul-
trasound shows. Women can
decline to see the ultrasound
images if they choose.

- HB 3 repeals the state’s
prevailing wage law. It re-
moves a guaranteed base
wage to construction workers
on certain public works proj-
ects.

- HB 14 makes it a hate
crime to attack a police officer,
firefighter or emergency med-
ical professional, adding them
to the categories of individuals
protected by law because of
race, religion, sexual orienta-
tion or national origin. 

- HB 112 protects land-
lords from liability if a tenant’s
dog bites someone.

- SB 5 prohibits a woman
from having an abortion if she
is 20 weeks or more into a
pregnancy.

- HB 174 helps farmers
transport their goods by ex-
tending a 10 percent weight
tolerance for vehicles carrying
poultry, livestock, meats, crop
products or feed for livestock
and poultry on state roads
other than interstate high-
ways.

- SB 6 prevents employees
from being enrolled in labor
organizations or having
money withheld from their
earnings for union dues un-
less they give permission in
writing.

- SB 17 specifies that stu-
dents are permitted to volun-
tarily express religious or
political viewpoints in school
assignments free from dis-
crimination.

How
they
voted Rep. Lynn Sen. Dorsey

BECHLER RIDLEY
R-Marion D-Henderson

EDUCATON
House Bill 520
Charter schools creation
House Bill 471
Charter schools funding
Senate Bill 17*
Religious expression
Senate Bill 50
School calendar
Senate Bill 1
School accountability
Senate Bill 78
Smoke-free schools
House Bill 58
Home-school athletes

HEALTH & SAFETY
House Bill 410
REAL ID
House Bill 38
Sex offenders at playgrounds
House Bill 14*
Blue Lives Matter
House Bill 112*
Dog bite responsibility
House Bill 13
Veterans nursing home
House Bill 241
Athlete concussion
House Bill 2*
Ultrasound explanation
Senate Bill 5*
Abortion threshold

LABOR
House Bill 1*
Right to Work
House Bill 3*
Prevailing wage
Senate Bill 6*
Union membership

OTHER
Senate Bill 75
Campaign contributions
House Bill 174*
Farm goods transport
Senate Bill 11*
Nuclear power plants

*Signed into law by governor
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Charter schools, nuclear plants OK’d

Utility pole relocation
plan on hold for now STAFF REPORT

Two state highway im-
provement projects were ap-
proved last week by the
Crittenden Fiscal Court dur-
ing its regular monthly
meeting at the courthouse,
triggering state funds to pay
for about 7.5 miles of resur-
facing.

Jonathan Guess, an engi-
neer with the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet, told
magistrates that new fund-
ing for the coming construc-
tion season and carryover
from last year equals about
$1.3 million that is appropri-
ated for Crittenden County
highway work. He recom-
mended that resurfacing
projects on Ky. 356 and Ky.
723 be made the top priori-
ties, and the fiscal court ap-
proved his suggestion. 

Work will be done late

this summer or fall, or per-
haps next spring, depending
on the approved contractor’s
schedule. The jobs will be let
early this summer.

Additionally, Guess re-
ported that an unrelated
state project to resurface
and repair existing U.S. 641
between Marion and the
Crittenden-Caldwell line
near Fredonia is expected to
start before too long. The
project deadline is June 30,
he said. Rogers Group has
the contract.

The resurfacing on Ky.
365 and Ky. 723 will com-
plete projects that started
last year. On Ky. 365, new
asphalt will be laid from its
intersection with U.S. 60 to
just north of Chandler Farm
Road, a length of 2.44 miles.
On Ky. 723, improvements
will be made from its inter-

section with Ky. 297 at Irma
to just north of Cecil Croft
Road, a length of 5.129
miles.

In other business last
Thursday:

- Newcom reported that
$199,000 in FEMA funds
were recently made available
to the county to cover costs
incurred during the July
2016 flooding that damaged
a number of tiles and roads
in the county. Newcom said
the county has applied for
even more FEMA help and
anticipates further assis-
tance will be made avail-
able. 

- The county government
will contract with a company
to maintain the generator at
the emergency operations
center on Industrial Drive.
Newcom said that during a
recent lightning storm when

power was out, the generator
did not automatically start
as it should. Upon investiga-
tion, it was determined that
the starting battery was
dead, the air filters were dry
rotted and the oil hadn’t
been changed as prescribed
by the owner’s manual. 

Newcom recommended
the county pay $900 a year
for a maintenance contract,
half of which would be reim-
bursed by Homeland Secu-
rity.

- County Clerk Carolyn
Byford said her maintenance
agreement with Harp Enter-
prises to keep the county’s
voting machines in order has
been reduced by a few hun-
dreds dollars. She said the
cost-savings came from
eliminating a couple of ma-
chines and other unneces-
sary services.

Fiscal court OKs asphalt for Ky. 365, Ky. 723



Why Crochet?  I get this
question a lot. First and
foremost I like to crochet.  I
like the satisfaction of mak-
ing something from a ball of
yarn. Whether it is
a coaster, an
afghan, scarf or
one of the count-
less other items I
have made over
the years, I like
the feeling of ac-
complishment I
receive when I am
done.   Secondly,
there are numer-
ous health bene-
fits from
crocheting.  Some
of these benefits
are; reducing anx-
iety, building self-
esteem, relieving
depression, relax-
ation and building a com-
munity.

Crochet Corner has been
a staple in our community
for nearly three years.  This
group of crafters and cre-
ators meet two times a
month, and enjoy fellowship,
laughter and learning.  We
not only help others learn
the art of crocheting but we
give back too. We have made
over 40 pocketed scarves
that have been given to the
Crittenden County Health
and Rehabilitation Center.
We have made dozens of
water filter socks used to
cover and pad water filters
that are being used in third

world countries. This last
holiday season our crafters
made and donated more
than 140 Christmas orna-
ments that were handed out

by our local 4-H kids
to the nursing home
and Crittenden Hos-
pital.  Our next com-
munity project will
be making octopi
that are used in neo-
natal units that help
calm premature ba-
bies.

If you would like
to learn how to cro-
chet, or perhaps you
already know how
but would love to
help in any of our
community projects,
please join us!  We
meet the first and
third Wednesday of

each month from noon-1
p.m. at the Crittenden
County Extension Office, lo-
cated at 1534 US Hwy 60 E,
in Marion.  For more infor-
mation or to get a supply list
for a beginner, please call me
at (270) 965-5236.

Becky Zahrte, a resident
of Crittenden County, is a
wife and mother of two.  Her
goal is to enrich other's lives
as much as they have en-
riched her own. Her column
appears periodically in this
newspaper. 

Brody Bruns of Marion is
one of 400 students who will
make presentations at West-
ern Kentucky University’s
47th Annual Student Re-
search Conference on Satur-
day at Downing Student
Union.

Bruns is a 2012 graduate
of Crittenden County High
School.

The WKU Student Re-
search Conference will
showcase scholarly activities
graduate and undergraduate
students of diverse disci-
plines from 43 schools, de-
partments, programs and
colleges at WKU.

Students will present
original research and cre-
ative projects that include
posters and exhibits, oral
papers and presentations,
performances and videos. All
projects are mentored by
WKU faculty and staff.

Bruns, along with co-pre-

senter Caleb Ogbonnaya of
Bowling Green, will show-
case a presentation on “Ex-
panding the Accessibility of
Conventional Smart Home
Systems.” Their project will
seek to explore the interac-
tion between users and sys-
tems of smart devices and
how the interface for this in-
teraction can be improved.

“Our project aims to con-
sider alternatives and sup-
plements to the traditional
smart system interface in
order to improve its useful-
ness,” reads a summary of
the students’ presentation.
“These alternatives include
technology such as voice
recognition and motion con-
trol.”

All student presentations,
which begin at 8:10 a.m.,
are free and open to the pub-
lic. Parking instructions and
maps are available on the
conference website.

Senior Menu
Crittenden County Senior Citi-

zens Center is open weekdays 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day and is $3 for
those 60 and older or $5 for those
under 60. Milk, coffee or tea is
available each day. Reservations
are requested by 9 a.m. Upcom-
ing activities and menu include:

– Thursday (today): Menu is
Pork roast, baked sweet potato,
black-eyed peas, carrot raisin
salad, cornbread. 

– Friday: Menu is chicken and
rice casserole, buttered spinach,
banana pudding, whole wehat roll
and margarine. Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m.

– Monday: Menu is frankfurt
and sauerkraut, mashed poatoes,
black-eyed peas, cornbread and
vanilla pudding. Ladies’ exercise
with Full Body Fitness Studio be-
gins at 9:45 a.m. 

– Tuesday: Menu is sloppy joe
on whole wheat bun, hashbrown
casserole, baked pork ‘n eans,
baked apples and raisins.

– March 29:  Menu is Italian

chicken breaast, stewed pota-
toes, broccoli soup, pears, whole
wheat roll and crackers. Bingo
begins at 10:30 a.m.

Every day, the center at 210 N.
Walker St. in Marion offers bil-
liards, card games, Wii games
and the use of exercise equip-
ment. Call (270) 965-5229 for
more information. 

The center is a service of Pen-
nyrile Allied Community Services.
Aging Coordinator Jenny Sosh is
director of the center.

Calendar
– The Burna American

Legion and Auxiliary
encourages everyone to
wear red each Friday to
honor our overseas military
personnel. The continued
use of yellow ribbons in
honor of our military is also
encouraged to express
patriotism.

– Crittenden County
Middle School SBDM will
meet at 3:15 p.m, Monday in
the principal’s office. 

– Woman's Club of
Marion will meet at 5:30
p.m., March 30. Program will
be Gary and Marie Dawson,
missionaries in Venezuela
for the past 37 years.
Update on city government
will be given by Adam
Ledford, Marion City
Administrator. Prospective
members are invited. 

– Book signings at the
Crittenden County Public
Library will be held April 15
and May 27.  At 10 a.m. April
15, Library Director Regina
Merrick will be presenting
her first book, a Christian
fiction novel. Then, at 10
a.m. May 27, Crittenden
County native John M.L.
"Mike" Brown will return
home to visit and sign his
book, “The Kentucky Way,”
a murder mystery set in
Crittenden County in the
1930s and 40s.

– The third annual Lace
Up for a Cure 5k will be
held April 1. Registration
begins at 8 a.m. and the
race at 9 a.m. at Marion
City-County Park. Entry is
$20 dollars. Contact Chad
Bell for more information at
(270) 969-0385.

Extension events
– E x t e n s i o n

Homemakers International
Day will be held at 3:30
p.m., Thursday (today) at
the Ed-Tech Center.  Mimi
Byrnes will be our guest
speaker.  Please check the
monthly newsletter for more
information on this event.

– Private Applicator
Pesticide Training will be
held at the Extension Office-
Annex at 6 p.m., Thursday
(today).  Call (270) 965-
5236 to register.

– Quilt Club will meet at
9:30 a.m., Monday at the
Extension Office.  Contact
the Extension Office at (270)
965-5236 for more
information and what the
project for the month will be.

– Beekeepers meeting
will be held at 6 p.m.,
Tuesday at the Extension
Office Annex.  The meeting
is open to anyone interested
in learning more about bees
and beekeeping.  Call (270)
965-5236for more
information.

– Learn "Unique Uses of
Canning Jars" at 10 a.m.,
March 30 at the Extension
Office.   Call (270) 965-
5236to reserve your spot.

– 4-H Sew Much Fun
will meet after school March
30 at the Extension Office. 
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Birth
Henry

John and Susana Henry of
Marion announce the birth of
a daughter, Louisa Marie,
Feb. 10, 2017 at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Evansville, Ind.

Louisa Marie weighed 6
pounds, 4 ounces and was 18
1/2 inches long.

Maternal grandparents are
Elizabeth Mills of Benton,
formerly of Marion, and the
late Gerald Mills. Maternal
great-grandparents are the
late Jim Fed and Martha Mills
of Marion and the late Carl
and Sarah Hopson of Marion.

Paternal grandparents are
Robert Henry of Creswell,
Ore. and the late Mary Cook
Conrad of Marion. Paternal
great-grandparents are Mary
Chick Cook of Marion and the
late Robert B. Cook and the
late Cecil and Glendine Henry
of Ringwood, Okla.
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Lacey Etheridge
&

Kenny Ford
May 6, 2017

Abbie Belt
& 

David Adamson
May 20, 2017

Rebecca
ZAHRTE
Guest columnist

A Simple
Perspective

He popped the question 
With a little help from library staff, Hayden McConnell
chose a unique method to propose to his girlfriend,
Alyssa Leet. During Trivia Night Friday at Crittenden
County Public Library, McConnell popped the question
to Leet following the final round of questions. With a lit-
tle planning and help from Library Director Regina Mer-
rick, McConnell was able to arrange a bogus 11th round
of queries where the answers added up to, "Will Ewe
Mary Me, Alyssa?" The entire room of about 40 players
was in on the scheme, keeping quiet until the answers to
the round that served as McConnell's proposal were dis-
played on the screen. Leet accepted, by the way.

SUBMITTED BY FAYE GIBSON
AMERICAN LEGION POST 217

The American Legion is
celebrating 98 years of serv-
ice this month. 

On March 15, 1919, the
first Legion caucus was held
by members of the American
Expeditionary Force in Paris.
This group of war-weary vet-
erans was looking to organ-
ize a veterans organization.
Over the next few months,
the constitution, preamble
and emblem were adopted.  

On Sept. 16, 1919 Con-
gress chartered the Ameri-
can Legion as a patriotic
Veterans organization.  The
Legion’s membership today
stands at over 2.4 million in
14,000 Posts worldwide.

The legion has lobbied
over the years in gaining
benefits for our veterans.
Since that time, the Ameri-
can Legion has influenced
many changes in America.

It has achieved hundreds of
benefits for veterans and
produced important pro-
grams for our children and
youth.   

American Legion Post
217  met  March 10 at the
post in Burna.  Veterans
were honored for their serv-
ice and presented with three
wood carvings pertaining to
their country and service by
the American Legion Auxil-
iary.  President Terry Black,
presented these gifts to the
Post commander David

Brown.
Post 217 and Auxiliary

continue to honor our veter-
ans.  We encourage all com-
munity members to stop by
the Post and view the many
names engraved on the
monuments in our memorial
garden.  These monuments
will continue to change as
more names are engraved
each year.  We are very ap-
preciative to our Post 217
veterans for making this
possible for our community.  

Post 217
celebrates
98 years of 
service
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Bruns presents at
WKU conference

Trivia Night ended in a tie
Friday. Two-time reigning
champs "The Smiths,"
tweaked to "The O'Smiths" in
honor of St. Patrick’s Day, had
to share Friday's title with
"The Blarney Stones." More
than three dozen people
crammed the library meeting
room for trivia night, which
carried a “green" theme.
Pictured are members of the
winning teams (seated, from
left) Jeff Leet, John Ridge,
Ellen Merrick, Alyssa Leet and
Hayden McConnell of The
Blarney Stones and (standing)
Brian and Michele Hodge,
Glen Leslie and Todd Merrick.

4-H members Mckenzi Zharte, Shelby Brown and Trinity Hayes
delivered crocheted Christmas ornaments to residents of Crit-
tenden County Health and Rehab during the holiday season.

Crochet Corner creates
comradery, craft time

Veterans of Post 217 in attendance are (from left) Bruce Von
Dwingelo, Teddy Thompson, Thomas Gibson, Harold Marshall, 
Randy Gray, Don Belt, Stanley Brown, David Brown, Bill Dam-
ron, Rell Peck, Deon Williams and Larry Porter.

If you are thinking of
cleaning out your closets
this spring, Crittenden
County Middle School might
be the ideal benefactor.

The school is accepting
gently used items for a new
project called "The Closet!" 

“Think of it as a free con-
signment shop for our stu-
dents,” explained
instructional coach Tiffany

Blazina. “We are collecting
gently used clothes, shoes,
jewelry, purses, backpacks,
and lunch boxes until April
14 to stock our inventory.”

To entice student partici-
pation, an Easter egg hunt

with prize-filled eggs will be
awarded to the grade with
the largest participation. 

“Donations of new items,
laundry detergent, dryer
sheets, and storage contain-
ers for The Closet, and prizes

for our eggs, are being ac-
cepted as well,” Blazina said. 

School officials plan to
make this a permanent re-
source at CCMS, offering
clothes and accessories to
students who need them.

Contact Blazina at the
middle school at (270) 965-
5221 for more information
about drop-off times and lo-
cations.

New resource offers clothes, accessories at CCMS



How would it feel to leave
your home and farm, friends
and neighbors and to sell
everything but what
you could pack and
take on a train and
head for a new state
all the way across
the nation? 

This is what
many Crittenden
County families did
in 1904-05. They
were mostly from
the Lone Star and
Piney Creek neigh-
borhoods and they
were headed for
Washington State.
They were promised
plenty of profitable
cropland, good
schools and
churches. Thunder-
storms were rare and cy-
clones unknown. The climate,
which is mild, was extremely
beneficial to raising crops and
fruit and was also good for
one’s health.

In April 1904 a big crowd
of local friends and neighbors
gathered at Crayneville
(Crayne today) to see the
crowd off for Washington
State. 

In March of 1905 another
car of 70 local people boarded
the train and headed west. In-
cluded in this group were:
Monroe Andrews, wife and
children; W. J. Riley, Harve
Vinson, wife and child; J. M.
McDowell, Laura Cole, Sam
Stovall, wife and child; John
Hill and wife and children; J.
H. Shinall, wife and children;
Ed Hill, wife and children; J.
W. Maxwell; James Johnson;
Ned Cruce and wife; Press
Cruce; Ben Belt; wife and son;
Jim McCaslin, wife and chil-
dren; R. F. Scott and children;
John Alexander, wife and
children; Prince Pickens, col-
ored, wife and daughters; W.
S. Hamby and two sons; Sam
Turley and son; Mrs. Emma
C. Crayne; R. P. McCaslin;
and Bulger Hill. This makes
the car load for which Bulger
Hill is mostly responsible. 

Here is the history behind
this migration to Washington.

The Crittenden Press, Oct.
9, 1909: “Crittenden
County Natives in Washing-
ton

This article appeared in the
Bathell, Wash. News.

A Toppenish doctor was
once heard to say, “How come
so many people around here
are Baptists from Crittenden
County, Ky.?” 

A bit of Valley history re-
veals the answer for the doc-
tor and for a younger

generation begin-
ning to ask the
same question
about the Critten-
den County folk and
their descendants.

If your name is
or was Woodall, Hill,
Jacobs, Crayne,
Donelson, McAllis-
ter, Rushing, Cruce,
Stovall, Farmer of
McCaslin – to name
a few – you could be
one of these people.

How come so
many people came
from Crittenden
County, Ky., not all
Baptist, and how
did they get here?

It began with Hasdon Hill
(also called Bulger), whose
Grand Army of the Republic
grave for Union soldiers, is in
the Zillah Cemetery with nu-
merous others of Crittenden
County origin.

He arrived at Old Town,
now called Union Gap, in
1888, landing first at Tacoma
with a sister and husband
named Sam Farmer and a
family named McAllister. Hill
had six sons and a mind-ail-
ing wife, resulting from child-
birth, who died in 1897.

The railroad came and
with it the means of recruiting
new and needed settlers.
These Kentucky people were
descendants of pioneer Ken-
tuckians who had followed
Daniel Boone down into the
Kentucky wilderness after the
Revolutionary War to estab-
lish roots.

When the Civil War came it
brought economic disaster to
these growers of
tobacco and live-
stock. Recovery
had not come at
the turn of the
century.

A peculiar
kind of agony
was produced
when opinion
was so divided
over the war that
Kentucky was
declared neutral
for a time.

A succession
of three migra-
tions brought them about
1904; all from near Marion,
county seat of Crittenden.
They sold their farms, some to
pay the fare, loaded their pos-
sessions, often only clothes,
feather beds and homemade

quilts, on the cars. A letter
from Mrs. Ida Carpenter,
when she was Miss McCallis-
ter, records their departure
thus: “I shall never forget our
last night in Kentucky. A lot
of people gathered at Aunt

Bell’s home. We
sang, “Blest Be
The Tie That
Binds,” “God Be
With You,” ‘Til
We Meet Again”
and “Abide With
Me.”

The next day
we boarded the
train at Crayne,
our nearest rail-
way station.
Just everybody
around was
there and we felt
sad as our train

pulled out.
When the train got to Mar-

ion, it pulled in slowly and the
band was playing “My Old
Kentucky Home” and “Home
Sweet Home.” We think
Washington is a wonderful

state now, but at that mo-
ment we were not very confi-
dent.

A relative met the train at
Toppenish, Miss McCallister
relates, and told them he had
ridden his Cayuse all the way
on the run and met their
query of “what ever is a
Cayuse?” with a teasing an-
swer in which he gave a de-
scription of a weird animal.
Continuing to jest with them,
he said the hay derricks,
which stood like sentinels
everywhere, were western
milking machines. The same
cousin wasn’t kidding when
he told the girls that they
were to treat strangers as
strangers and not greet every-
one as a friend as was their
custom back home.

Memories of hickory
forests, land measured by
“Pole” – from such and such a
clump or stump, sorghum
molasses, coon hunts and
hounds, and brush arbor
camp meetings held by travel-
ing revivalists, were replaced

by long hours in hop yards.
Sage and sand called for a
whole new concept of living
and broke their long-standing
clannish ways.

Piney Creek and Lone Star
Schools were forgotten as
Satus, Alfalfa, Toppenish and
Old Town developed and re-
placed them.

The grandparents of immi-
grants to the Valley freed their
slaves; the sons joined units
fighting for the union, but as
a state they were not loved by
either side and suffered hor-
rors from radicals on both
sides.

Hasdon Hill, known to his
clannish Dutch, Irish, English
kin as “Uncle Bulger” re-
turned to Kentucky and was
paid by the railroad to per-
suade settlers to come to the
Yakima Valley. He was feted
with glad hands and big Sun-
day dinners to extol the
virtues of this “land of plenty.”

Three of his sons, Will,
Howe and Frank Hill had es-
tablished homes near Zillah,

which still stand today. New
farms of hops, fruit and pota-
toes were in need of agricul-
tural workers, so these folks,
as do migrants today, began
as farm laborers.

They debarked at Toppen-
ish from the immigrant cars,
provided by the railroad to
hold the people and their pos-
sessions. The long train ride
was a big adventure for them.
Many had never been more
than a few miles from home.

Today these people have
been absorbed into the econ-
omy of the Valley, state and
nation. Political leaders, writ-
ers and artists were produced
from their ranks. One was
Sunnyside Chief of police for
many years (O.E. Hill), one
descendant is now a state
senator (Perry B. Woodall),
and even a National College
Queen (Judy Hill) evolved
from this migration from Ken-
tucky.

Although these Crittenden
County families moved far
away and made new homes
and lives for themselves in the
state of Washington, they
never forgot their home state
and community. Letters ap-
peared in The Press for many
years later writing the editor
and wanting to tell everyone
about their lives in Washing-
ton and to keep in touch with
their friends and neighbors
they left behind.

There were so many Crit-
tenden County people living
in Yakima Valley and Toppen-
ish, Wash., that for many,
many years, every summer
there was an event called the
Kentucky Reunion. People
from that area and many peo-
ple from Crittenden County
would travel to Yakima and
attend this annual event. I do
not know if they still have this
every year, but I know they
did as late as in the 1990s.

Several miles from Crayne,
located off of the Lone Star
Road on the Rushing farm,
lies the little family cemetery
known as the Hill Cemetery.
In this cemetery are buried
Hill and Woodall ancestors of
many families that made the
migration journey from
Crayneville to Yakima and Zil-
lah in the early 1900s.

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden County
Historical Society and a
member of Crittenden County
Genealogical Society. Much
more local history can be
found at OurForgotten
Passages.blogspot.com.)
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Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Historical Museum
Crittenden County Historical

Museum at 124 E. Bellville St.
in Marion will open for the sea-
son April 5. It will be open from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday. The mu-
seum can be found online at
CrittendenHistoryMuseum.org
or Facebook.com/Crittenden
CountyHistoricalMuseum.

Historical Society
Crittenden County Historical

Society meets at 6 p.m. the
second Monday of each month
at the museum March thorugh
October. The board includes
Chair Brenda Underdown, Vice
Chair Brennan Cruce, Secre-
tary Steve Eskew, Treasurer
Rita Travis, Fay Carol Crider,
Sarah Ford, Pat Carter, Barry
Gilbert and Daryl Tabor.

Genealogical Society
Crittenden County Ge-

nealogical Society meets at 10
a.m the second Saturday of
each month at Crittenden
County Public Library. The
board includes Chair Crider,
Secretary/Treasurer Under-
down and Historian Doyle
Polk.

Chances to explore history
don’t end with local museum,
which opens next month

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Above, a group of Kentucky “migrants” twin hops in 1904 at the Mead Ranch west of Yakima,
Wash. It was through the efforts of Hasdon Hill (inset) that so many families of the Crayne
and Piney Creek communities migrated to Washington State. Hill was paid by the railroad to
persuade settlers to come to Yakima Valley, as many people were needed to work on the farms
that were so prosperous in the state.

Crittenden residents head to Washington State

Receipts: 705        
Last Week: 357         
Last Year: 503    

Compared to last week: Feeder steers traded 3.00-
6.00 higher. Feeder heifers under 600 pounds 5.00-
7.00 higher, over 600 pounds steady. Slaughter cows
and bulls traded mostly steady.

Sale consisted of 19 stock cattle, 68 slaughter, and
618 feeders. Feeders consisted of 23% feeder steers,
43% feeder heifers, 23% feeders bulls and 20% of
feeders were over 600 pounds.

Feeder Steers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

4    200-250     240    185.00-198.00     195.01
7    250-300     277    178.00-192.50     186.78
7    300-350     318    179.00-190.00     184.17
3    350-400     357    170.00-176.00     173.68
10    400-450     420    158.00-168.00     162.51
18    450-500     479    147.00-155.00     148.92
10    500-550     512    148.00-153.00     151.19
10    550-600     582    134.00-140.00     135.60
6    600-650     620    128.00-134.00     130.65
8    650-700     652    128.00-132.00     130.50
3    700-750     723       123.00         123.00
7    800-850     805       115.00         115.00
1    900-950     930       100.00         100.00
2   1050-1100   1052       106.00         106.00
1   1300-1350   1315       107.00         107.00

Feeder Steers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    150-200     180       192.50         192.50
3    250-300     270    162.00-170.00     166.64
4    300-350     316    165.00-177.00     172.23
6    350-400     383    153.00-169.00     163.68
9    400-450     436    145.00-156.00     150.81
5    450-500     464       145.00         145.00
6    500-550     542       137.00         137.00
2    550-600     575       132.00         132.00
1    600-650     640       123.00         123.00
1    800-850     825       107.00         107.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

4    200-250     230    172.50-177.50     173.81
7    250-300     271    163.00-170.00     166.97
13    300-350     317    156.00-166.00     159.02
2    300-350     310       170.00         170.00   Fancy
20    350-400     377    144.00-151.00     148.17
37    400-450     432    138.00-148.00     142.24
34    450-500     472    135.00-141.00     138.16

22    500-550     516    132.00-139.00     136.35
12    550-600     562    120.00-128.00     125.01
28    600-650     630    115.00-123.00     118.68
5    650-700     675    110.00-112.00     111.23
1    700-750     725       108.00         108.00
2    750-800     752       102.00         102.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    200-250     235       161.00         161.00
4    250-300     285    152.00-160.00     157.49
5    300-350     332    140.00-150.00     144.33
6    350-400     393    128.00-138.00     133.03
8    400-450     436    131.00-136.00     133.65
4    450-500     485    129.00-131.00     129.74
12    500-550     524    124.00-129.00     126.92
4    550-600     561    117.00-118.00     117.74
11    600-650     609    110.00-114.00     112.37
2    650-700     682       104.00         104.00
1    750-800     775        98.00          98.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

8    300-350     334    176.00-179.00     177.24
15    350-400     373    152.00-179.00     169.33
12    400-450     424    150.00-161.00     155.74
21    450-500     485    145.00-153.00     147.42
16    500-550     519    142.00-148.00     145.00
13    550-600     579    127.00-133.00     131.12

7    600-650     624    123.00-128.00     125.43
7    650-700     660    118.00-121.00     119.27
5    700-750     706    110.00-115.00     111.40
2    750-800     770    100.00-105.00     102.50
2    800-850     805     95.00-101.00      98.02
1    900-950     935        82.00          82.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

7    350-400     368    153.00-160.00     156.71
5    400-450     431    145.00-148.00     147.41
5    450-500     471    136.00-144.00     140.41
2    500-550     545       138.00         138.00
1    550-600     595       124.00         124.00
2    650-700     678    108.00-116.00     111.93
1    700-750     725       109.00         109.00

Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-80%
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

6   1200-1600   1393     55.00-59.00       56.93
1   1600-2000   1620        58.00          58.00

Slaughter Cows Boner 80-85%
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

4    800-1200   1058     57.00-65.00       60.26
5   1200-1600   1313     55.00-65.00       58.87
2   1200-1600   1318        70.00          70.00   HD
1   1200-1600   1360        56.00          56.00   LD

Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90%
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    700-800     775        50.00          50.00   LD
23    800-1200   1033     50.00-62.00       54.88
1    800-1200    910        65.00          65.00   HD
4    800-1200    968     45.00-50.00       48.61   LD

Slaughter Bulls Y.G. 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

3   1000-1500   1372     80.00-88.00       84.00
2   1500-3000   1758     83.00-84.00       83.53
1   1500-3000   1525        90.00          90.00   HD

3   1500-3000   1565     68.00-75.00       72.09   LD
Bred Cows Medium and Large 1-2 Middle-Aged
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1   1200-1600   1485       885.00         885.00  
1-3 Mos Bred

3   1200-1600   1397    930.00-1210.00   1050.21   
4-6 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium and Large 1-2 Aged
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    800-1200   1040       725.00         725.00   
7-9 Mos Bred

1   1200-1600   1450       890.00         890.00   
7-9 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium 2 Young
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

2    700-800     745       710.00         710.00  
7-9 Mos Bred

Stock Cows and Calves: Not an accurate test.
Stock Bulls: 18 month old black bulls 855-1200 lbs
900.00-1100.00 per head. Bulls 36 to 48 months old
1595-1695 lbs 1300.00-1600.00per head.
Baby Calves: Beef 60.00-130.00 per head.

Legend: VA-Value Added. Low Dressing-LD. HD-High
dressing. BX-Brahman X.

Chip Stewart, market reporter:  (502) 782-4139
24-hour Market News Report: (800) 327-6568

Source: Kentucky Department of Agriculture. U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Market News, Frankfort, Ky 
ams.usda.gov/mnreports/SVLS150.txt_LS150.txt

This report reflects price of majority of cattle with a
USDA grade, weight and sex on sale date. This report
does not represent all animals at sale.

LIVESTOCK REPORT
USDA Ledbetter  weigh-out sale | March 21, 2017

BRING YOUR W-2s AND OTHER TAX INFORMATION TO:

NORMA’S TAX SERVICE
2253 U.S. Highway 641 • Marion, Kentucky 42064

(270) 965-5393 or (270) 704-2777

Professional & Efficient
Tax Preparation

• Registered
Tax Preparer

• Bank Products 
Available

• Free Direct DepositWe provide hauling containers.
We Will Be At:

Marion Feed Mill
501 E. Bellville, St. Marion, KY
March 24 • 12:30-1:30 p.m.

Call (270) 965-2252
KEN JACOBS

BOWLING GREEN, KY
(270) 842-2555
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SCHEDULES
Spring Sports Events
THURSDAY
Track & Field hosts quad meet
Freshman Softball at Webster Co.
FRIDAY
Fresh. Baseball hosts Christian Co.
Baseball at Lyon County
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Softball at Trigg County Tournament
MONDAY
Track & Field hosts quad meet
Softball hosts Webster County
TUESDAY
Baseball at Trigg County
Freshman Baseball hosts Trigg Co.
Softball at Union County
Spring sports passes
Season passes for local high

school softball and baseball are
on sale now at Crittenden County
High School. A season pass for
adults is $30 and $10 for stu-
dents. The pass is good for all
home baseball and softball
games.
Baseball chickens
Crittenden County High School

has presold hundreds of barbecue
chickens, but there will likely be a
few available for walk-up pur-
chases Saturday morning at Riley
Tool and Machine. Cost is $6 for a
half or $10 for a whole chicken.

FITNESS
Area running series

Pennyrile District Health De-
partment is sponsoring the inau-
gural Pennyrile Spring Cross
Country Challenge Season with
the first race to be held at Marion-
Crittenden County Park on April
29. Registration deadline is April
15. For more information, contact
your local health department or
the district office at (270) 388-
9747 ext. 403. This monthly-race
series will include 2.5K and 5K. As
part of the series, races will also
be held in Eddyville May 5, Cadiz
June 1, Princeton July 7 and
Smithland Aug. 19. Each race will
cost $20, or pay only $75 to enter
them all. 

OUTDOORS
Hunting seasons
Coyote Night Feb. 1 - May 31
Goose Conservation Feb. 16 - March 31
Youth Wild Turkey April 1-2
Spring Wild Turkey April 15 - May 7
Coyote Year Round
Groundhog Year Round

Wild Game Saturday
Mexico Baptist Church will be

hosting its annual Wild Game
Supper at 5 p.m., Saturday.
Keynote speaker will be Steve
Chapman of Clarksville, Tenn.,
whose more than one dozen
books are big sellers among out-
doorsmen. His titles include A
Look at Life from a Deer Stand, A
Hunter Sets His Sights, A Good
Husband’s Guide to Balancing
Hobbies and Marriage and 365
Things Every Hunter Should
Know. Chapman is a musician,
storyteller and humorist. This
event is free and will include
prizes and a calling contest for
kids. 

RECREATION
Park pavilion reservations
The Marion-Crittenden County

Park has two pavilions available
for residents planning special
events. Each pavilion has water
available nearby. With special
arrangements, electricity can be
made available, too. For more in-
formation or to reserve a pavilion,
contact the Tourism Department
at (270) 965-5015. For those who
have reservations, the park en-
courages you to post a sign at the
pavilion the morning of your
event.

Sports The Crittenden Press

BY DEREK McCREE
PRESS REPORTER
It may not have gained enough

traction for passage this session,
but the Kentucky General Assem-
bly is almost certainly going to con-
tinue looking at legislative policy
that could one day allow home
schooled children and charter
school students to play sports at
public schools.
Legislation known as the "Tim

Tebow Bill” made it out of the
House of Representatives as HB58,
but with time running out the Sen-
ate never took up the measure. If its
support in the House is any indica-
tion, there is a good possibility that
in the longer session next year,
something like it could pass.
The bill is named after former

University of Florida and former
NFL quarterback Tim Tebow, who
was homeschooled and benefited
from a similar state law passed in
1996 in Florida, allowing him to
play sports at his local high school.
The legislation that made it

halfway through the General As-
sembly before stalling at the 11th
hour too weeks ago would allow
homeschoolers to join sports teams
or participate in other interscholas-
tic extracurricular activities in pub-
lic schools. Sponsored by Rep. Stan
Lee, R-Lexington, the bill would
allow students to participate in ex-
tracurricular activity in the school
zone they are assigned to or one
based upon the district’s open en-
rollment provisions.
Another piece of legislation that

did pass and was signed by the gov-

ernor Tuesday is
House Bill 520, cre-
ating charter
schools in Ken-
tucky. The legisla-
tion also includes a
provision that will
allow charter school
students who can-
not participate in
state-sanctioned
school athletics at
their charter school to participate in
sports at the public school in their
district.
Nontraditional students playing

public school sports would likely
have to pay any participation or ac-
tivity fee in equal amounts charged
to public school students. They
would be held accountable to the
same academic standards as other
participants  and provide appropri-
ate documentation to the public
school for which they play.
The student would have to com-

ply with the same physical exami-
nation, immunization, insurance,
age and semester eligibility require-
ments as other students participat-
ing in the activity. Transportation
to and from events would be the re-
sponsibility of the parent, guardian
or student. 
Rep. Lee, whose daughter is

homeschooled, said the bill would
create opportunities for home-
schoolers who love sports, but the
bill would not affect his own daugh-
ter because she doesn't play sports.
Lee had tried to pass similar legis-
lation in the past but was not ap-
proved.

The Kentucky High School Ath-
letic Association, which oversees all
athletics for public and private
schools in Kentucky, opposes the
homeschool bill. Commissioner Ju-
lian Tackett said. The KHSAA and
local school officials have ques-
tioned the credibility of documenta-
tion the students’ parents would be
providing. 
Crittenden County High School

Athletic Director Angela Starnes
said she has concerns about how
the bill would affect athletics in the
district.
"Our students have academic re-

quirements set by the KHSAA,"
Starnes said. "I do not know how
we would be able to check academic
eligibility weekly with home
schooled students."
Academic qualifications are not

the only issues that may arise from
the bill for local educators and
schools. Disciplinary actions would
ultimately come into play if a home-
schooler were involved in an inci-
dent during a sporting event. 
"My greatest concern would be

how do we hold these students ac-
countable for their actions,"
Starnes said. "Whether it be aca-
demically or behaviorally, how
could (CCHS Principal Curtis
Brown) or a coach discipline a
homeschooled student athlete?"
Many unresolved issues pose

questions for Crittenden County
School Superintendent Vince Clark.
What if a charter student or home-
schooled student lives in a district
where a particular sport is not of-
fered, such as football at nearby

Livingston or Lyon counties?
"What if someone in Salem

wants to play different sports in dif-
ferent counties," Clark said. "There
are a lot of questions."
Marion resident and mother

Becky Combs has three children
that she homeschools and partici-
pates in community based sports
programs. Her sons Paul, 12 and
Caleb, 8, both have played youth
football and soccer in the local
recreational leagues. Predictably,
she likes the idea of homeschoolers
being able to participate in ex-
tracurricular activities through the
public school, not just sports. 
"I would love for my kids to be

able to do the academic team or
chess teams," said Combs.
She has her own concerns about

how the bill would affect her chil-
dren and allow for more intrusion
into their private education.
"What I don't want and don't see

how to make happen for sports, es-
pecially, is for the school to have
the need to look over my academic
record," Combs said. "It's not be-
cause I feel that we are not doing
what we need to do, but we have
great freedom in what is required
for us to report to the state."
Combs raised the issue of met-

rics and how parents would be able
to show that a student is making
the equivalent grade required by a
school to participate in sports. She
said that even if the bill passes one
day in the future, she is unsure if
her children would participate in
public-school sports.

213 Sturgis Rd., Marion
(270) 965-4261

After the meet
run in to

Marion’s...

Beavers
CAR WASH

AUTOMATIC - SPOT FREE RINSE
301 SOUTH MAIN, MARION, KY • 965-3151

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers

GOOD 
LUCK

ROCKETS!

Best Of Luck 
To All Of Our
Crittenden
County Rocket
& Lady Rocket
Spring Sports
Teams!

Full Body 
Fitness Studio

For more information, 
Call Serena Dickerson at 
270-704-1871 or email  
esdickerson96@kynet.biz.

STAFF REPORT
Rainouts and sour results have been

part of Crittenden County’s early baseball
season.
The Rockets were rained out both Mon-

day and on the makeup day Tuesday at
Lyon County. Their first Fifth District
matchup is rescheduled for Friday at Ed-
dyville.
The Rockets lost at Mayfield 12-3 Friday

in a game that was played during light
rainfall. Rocket senior Ethan Hunt went 2-

for-3 in the affair, was walked twice and
stole a base. The Cardinals scored at will
early, amassing a 10-2 advantage after
three innings. The Rockets were 0-4 on the
season after the loss at Mayfield. CCHS
opened the year with a loss to the Cards.
The Rockets had a tough assignment

last Thursday, facing Caldwell County
southpaw Shane Burns, arguably one of
the best lefties in the state. His Tigers beat
CCHS 10-0 as Burns fanned 11 en route to
a no-hitter in five innings.

STAFF REPORT
What goes around comes around.
Crittenden County proved the valid-

ity of that age-old axiom Tuesday dur-
ing a dramatic comeback victory over
the visiting Ballard Memorial Lady
Bomber softball team.
Senior ace Cassidy Moss struggled

to find the strike zone early, allowing
Ballard to post a five-run first inning.
Crittenden then went to No. 2 pitcher
Kaitlyn Hicks over the next three in-
nings and she kept the Bombers in
check until Moss returned later in the
game to close it out.
And, just like Ballard’s early out-

burst, Crittenden had some of offense
of its own to display. The girls plated
four in the second and three in the
fifth, but found themselves in an 8-all
tie in the last of the seventh. 
That’s when designated hitter

Brandy Book hit a walk-off bases-
loaded triple to win the game for the
Lady Rockets, who improve to 3-1 on
the season. Book had five RBIs on two
hits in contest. Moss had three hits and
senior Courtney Beverly had two hits
and an RBI.
Illinois weekend tournament
What the coach called a “perfect

storm” cost the Lady Rockets last week-
end in a one-day tournament at Har-
risburg, Ill.
Crittenden County’s fast-pitch girls’

softball team suffered its first loss of
the season on Saturday, losing to Gala-
tia, Ill., in a game coach Stephen Smith
said simply got away from his team in
the closing innings due to errors.
“Things just started going bad and

they just spiraled out of control,” he
said.
Crittenden had beaten a much bet-

ter Harrisburg team earlier in the day
before being tripped up by Galatia.
Six errors all but one in the final two

frames allowed Galatia to upset the
Lady Rockets 11-10.
Crittenden  was ahead 9-2 in the

bottom of the sixth inning when things
went haywire. Miscues in the field car-
ried over to the offense and when Gala-
tia got ahead, the Lady Rocket bats
went cold.
Despite the loss, CCHS racked up 11

hits in the game. Senior Cassidy Moss
led the way with three hits, including a
pair of doubles and scored three runs.
Sophomore Brandy Book had three
RBIs on a triple. Junior Kaitlyn Hicks
and eighth-grader Matthia Long had
two hits apiece. Long put on an im-
pressive performance with the bat, hit-
ting two doubles with two RBIs.
Starting the game pitching for the

Lady Rockets was eighth-grader Chan-
dler Moss. In 5.2 innings, she allowed
nine hits, seven runs (two earned) with
four strikeouts. 
Crittenden’s Cassidy Moss struck

out 14 batters en-route to the Lady
Rockets 5-1 victory over Harrisburg, in
Saturday’s tournament opener. Moss
pitched a complete game, allowing one
run and one hit. 
Five Lady Rockets had multiple hits

in the win. Junior Chaylee Wolf was 3-
for-4 with two runs scored. Hicks, Cas-
sidy Moss, Book and senior Courtney
Beverly collected two hits each. Hicks
drove in two of Crittenden’s five runs.

Starnes

Charter Students and Homeschooler Legislation Poses Questions for Public School Officials

Put ‘em in coach! State says they can play

Book’s walk-off triple
completes comeback

Senior Cassidy Moss struggled a bit early against Ballard Me-
morial Tuesday, but turned it around later in the game.

Crittenden winless after first 4;
rain makes going even tougher
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207 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY.
(270) 965-4514

AND

Spring Sports 
Are In The Air!

200 SOUTH MAIN STREET
P.O. BOX 361 • MARION, KY 42064

TELEPHONE (270) 965.2261
FACSIMILE (270) 965.2262

www.fmlaw.biz

Robert B. Frazer • Roy Massey IV
W. S. Greenwell Of Counsel • Richard H. Peek, Jr. Of Counsel

MARION 
EYECARE CENTER, PLLC

713 S. Main St., Marion, KY
(270) 965-5280
Adria N. Porter, O.D.
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GO BIG BLUE
Keep Your Eyes On The Ball!

The Best Is What
You Get From Our

Rockets and 
Lady Rockets!

Darben Plaza
Marion, KY

(270) 965-4565

Quality service and value are 
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MARION

Middle schoolers collect most
points in dual meet at Union
Crittenden County middle schoolers participated last week in a
track and field event at Union County strictly for younger ath-
letes. Track coach Angela Starnes said the future is very bright
based on performances and potential for those in middle school.
Following are Crittenden County results from the meet:

GIRLS RESULTS
Team Totals: Crittenden 85, Union 18.
100 meter hurdles 1. Jessie Potter (20.39); 2. Ryleigh Tabor
(27.43)
100 meters 2.  Ally Newman (16.25); 4. Briana McDonald
(18.62)
200 meters 2. Hailey Mathieu (37.41); 4. Audrey Croft (39.96)
400 meters 1. Southern Pate (1:32.98); 2. Audrey Croft
(1:34.95); 3. Hailey Mathieu (1:40)
800 meters 1. Jaelyn Duncan (3:14.44); 3. Lili Newcom (3:56.93)
1600 meters 1. Kate Keller (6:32.86); 3. Cameron Howard
(8:25.48)
3200 meters 1. Kate Keller (14:06.64); 2. Jaelyn Duncan
(17:18.25)
400 relay 1. Crittenden County (1:05.49)
800 relay 1. Crittenden County (2:21.41)
1600 relay 1. Crittenden County (6:15.21)
3200 relay 1. Crittenden County (13:45.53)
Long Jump 1. Jessie Potter 12-05.50; 2. Ryleigh Tabor 10-01; 3.
Audrey Croft 6-05
High Jump 1. Ally Newman 3-06
Shot Put 1. Abby Kirk 13-07.00; 2. Hailey Mathieu 10-09.00

BOYS RESULTS
Team Totals: Crittenden 65, Union 36.
100 hurdles 2. Gabe Keller (24.22)
100 meters 1. Eli Moss (12.32); 3. Jordan Long (13.77)
200 meters 2. Xander Tabor (29.66); 3. Dalton Wood (30.85)
400 meters 1. Eli Moss (1:11.83); 2. Lance Kayce (1:23.87); 3.
Caleb McDonald (1:26.55)
800 meters 1. Jordan Long (3:31.96); 2. Gabe Keller (3:39.86)
1600 meters 3. Gabe Keller (7:56.57)
400 relay 1. Crittenden County (55.80)
800 relay 1. Crittenden County (2:08.33)
1600 relay 1. Crittenden County (5:09.39)
3200 relay 1. Crittenden County (13:39.90)
Long Jump 2. Noah Perkins 13-04; 3. Dalton Wood 11-03; 4.
Lance Kayce 9-09
High Jump 1. Tristan Davidson 4-08
Shot Put 1. Dalton Wood 15-01

Following are team as-
signments for the youth
recreational softball and
baseball leagues for this
spring and summer at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County
Park. Team names will be
determined later. Team as-
signments for 10-under
softball, rookie league and
kickball league will be
made later. Practices will
begin in April, if not earlier
for some teams. If your
child is not listed and has
registered, contact Tanner
Tabor at (859) 333-9751.

8-under baseball
Team-1
Coach Jason Nesbitt
Cameron Nesbitt
Charlie Ledford
Ethan Gonzales
Eli Herrin
Brody Samuel
Hudson Stokes
Parker Wood
Lane Curry
Hayden Jones
Adam Dean Jr.

Team-2
Coach Brad McDowell
Lucas McDowell
Tucker Boudro
Roane Topp
Gunner Topp
Kayden Farmer
Levi Quertermous
Gabe Hewitt
Colt Belt
Davis Perryman
Noah Byford

Team-3
Coach Sonny Duncan
Landon Lanham
Jaxton Duncan
Avery Thompson
Drake Young
Colt Bailey
Dalton Murray
Glenn Starkey
Landon Starkey
Emmitt Ellington
Conner Poindexter
Lyle Thompson

Team-4
Coach Joey Rich
Jake Rich
Brady Dayberry
Isaac James
Logan Martin
Logan Shaffer
Brayden Walton
Logan Brothers
Alexander Hewitt
Braden Patton
Hunter Jackson

8-under softball
Team-1
Coach Jared Champion
Morgan Piper
Emerye Pollard
Braelyn Merrill
Olivia Hinchee
Abigail Champion
Shelbi Belt
Gracie Orr
Alexis Lester
Emma Grace King

Team-2
Coach Richard Martin
Layken Gilchrist

Allison Martin
Alexis Mattingley
Taryn McCann
Maeson Martin
Erin Roberts
Becca James
Morgan Stewart
Daylee Shelton

10-under baseball
Team-1
Coach Aaron Summers
Quinn Summers
Andrew Candelario
Bennett McDaniel
Caleb Riley
Tucker Riley
Bryson Walker
Logan King
Asa McCord
Jayden Cotton
Braden Sunderland
Dorian King

Team-2
Coach Chad Brothers
Landon Curry
Travis Bull
Ethan Thomas
Caeden Brothers
Caleb Whobrey
Garner Stallins

Ethan Rhodes
Seth Henry
Klayton Murray
Landon Woodall
Seth Lynn
Jerry Bates III

Team-3
Coach Davy Travis
Kaiden Travis
Zac Purvis
Jonah Reddick
Jett Reddick
Levi Suddoth
Brayden Poindexter
Braeden Copeland
Breylen Clifford
Brennan Clifford
Tyler Smith
Kyler Goodwin
Camron Belcher

12-under baseball
Team-1
Coach Jared Champion
Gattin Travis
Levi Piper
Teague Millikan
Nicholas Pendley
Brian Berry
Travis Champion
Chase Conyer

Gabe Keller
Jeremiah Foster
Trey Swaggirt
Damyon Toy

Team-2
Coach Trent Guess
Seth Guess
Evan Belt
Seth Blackburn
Tyler Belt
Turner Sharp
Jaxon Hatfield
Rowen Perkins
Case Gobin
Ayden Boone
Hunter Crabtree
Kaleb Nesbitt

12-under softball
Coach Sammie Jo
Quisenberry
Alex Jones
Addison Mundy
Hailey McCann
Alyssa Woodall
Callie Dempsey
Callie Brown
Jaylee Champion
Karsen Shouse
Brylee Conyer

Freshman Softball Team
Members of the Lady Rocket freshman softball team are (front from left) Ashlyn Hicks, Jaylin Blackburn, Autumn Derby, Jada Hayes,
Hadley Rich, Callie Brown, Chandler Moss, Kali Champion, Matthia Long; (back) assistant coach Torey Baker, Shelby Brown, Lilly Hayes,
Raylee Belt, Belle Minton, Josey Tapp, Destiny Knight, Ellie Smith, Emmie Smith, Jenna Potter, coach Stephen Smith and assistant
coach Ronnie Moss.  

The Rocket basketball
team will be traveling to two
locations in June for sum-
mer action. Crittenden will
have its annual team camp
at Bethel University in

McKenzie, Tenn., June 6-7
and then go to Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo.,, June 16-17 to
play in the Rib City Shootout
at the newly opened Sports
Plex. 

Track & Field Results

Summer hoops action set for boys

Dugout Club
Youth Recreational
Team Assignments

Volunteers make improvements to the batter’s box at the baseball field
at Marion-Crittenden County Park.



His first season at Ken-
tucky was even more of a
learning experience than
linebacker Kash
Daniel anticipated.

“It was like a
rollercoaster,” said
Daniel. “This was
my first year to re-
ally learn about
playing football.
Pulling guards,
check calls, all that
stuff. Back in high
school you would
just see the ball
and tackle the guy.
Now you can’t do it.

“In high school
you were trying to
do everybody’s job.
Now you do your
job and once you
secure your job
then you can help somebody
else. But if you don’t do your
job first, you screw the whole
play up.”

Daniel is now in his sec-
ond spring practice getting
set for his sophomore season
where he figures to get a lot
more playing time at middle
linebacker.

“I have had a fun experi-
ence with these guys and
that is what I like the most
about football. I love the
game itself, but just the
friendships and bond you
build with the guys is just
something amazing,” the
Paintsville product said. “I
spend 12 hours a day with
these dudes and clowns. You
think I go home mad? Ab-
solutely not.

“I have had a great time
learning from the coaches
and everybody around me.
Courtney Love, Jordan
Jones. Being on special
teams and making plays for
myself, my school. I just love
it and all that goes with it.”

Daniel was an in-state
star and one of the gems in
Kentucky’s 2016 recruiting
class. He set high expecta-
tions for himself. He wanted
to start on the punt, kickoff
and kickoff return teams. He
wanted to be a playmaker
when he did get in games. He
also wanted to be a “great”
teammate no matter what his
role turned out to be.

“I keep it real. I knew com-
ing in I would not be a
starter. Courtney (Love) had
a lot of experience ahead of
me. It has been really great
to learn from him and see
what he does,” Daniel said.
“He is a technician and really
a sound, fundamental line-
backer. He doesn’t miss his
gap, miss his keys. To sit
back and take a mental rep
and watch him has been
great.”

Daniel could be Love’s pri-
mary backup this year as
part of a linebacking group
that has a lot more experi-
ence — and much higher ex-
pectations from the UK
coaching staff.

“What makes it so great is
that nothing is ever given to
you and you have to work
your butt off to get time on
the field,” Daniel said. “That
is what makes football such
a great sport. In sports and
life in general, there is always
somebody that is out there
just as good if not better than
you.

“When they come in, it is
your job to say, ‘OK you are
just getting here, so let’s have
a competition. If you win, you
win and I will support you.
But if I win, I am going out
there to make plays.’”

Daniel learned there are
no plays off, even in practice,
or it shows.

“When your number is
called and you get out there,
you damn well better be pre-
pared because if you are not,
things go downhill. You will
have your coach coming to
jump on you and you will get
frustrated. I have had to have
Courtney to come over and
calm me down and that’s not
that much fun,” Daniel said.

Junior linebacker Josh

Allen says Daniel can “get in
that moment” in a hurry.

“When he is in that mo-
ment, I say, ‘Kash,
calm down.’ He just
has to get his head
right. He is think-
ing too much out
there. We just have
to help him get his
focus down and
settle him down be-
cause he can get a
little emotional,”
Allen said.

Daniel said he
knows others make
mistakes, but he
has high standards
for himself.

“I have always
been really hard on
myself. Even if it is
something small, I

think it is something huge. I
think that is a good thing
about me because I don’t like
to mess up but I am not
afraid. If I mess up, I am
going 100 miles per hour. It’s
not a mistake where I am
lackadaisical or not paying
attention. I am going full
speed even when I am
wrong,” he said. “That’s just
me.”

UK survives Wichita State
After Kentucky survived

against Wichita State Sun-
day, a lot of attention was
given to the way De’Aaron
Fox, Malik Monk and Bam
Adebayo played, especially
late in the game. However,
not nearly enough attention
was given to Derek Willis

Remember he’s the senior
who has been blasted by
coach John Calipari for three
years and often criticized
both by fans and the media
for his lack of defense. How-
ever, he’s a big reason UK
not only won Sunday, but
also has won 13 straight
games.

Willis hit two second-half
3-pointers against Wichita
State. He had nine points,
eight rebounds, three steals
and one blocked shot. It’s the
kind of numbers he’s been
putting up a lot recently and
his rebounding has helped
make UK a much better
team. Same with his shot
blocking ability (he has 17
blocked shots in the last
seven games).

For Kentucky to make the
Final Four, Kentucky will
need more of that from Willis.
But not only is he playing his
best, Calipari also has the
most confidence in Willis
right now that he’s had in his
four years at UK.

Makayla Epps
It was no surprise that

when Makayla Epps left the
Memorial Coliseum court for
the final time that she cried. I
can’t remember any player —
male or female — who has
loved playing basketball at
Kentucky as much as the
former Marion County stand-
out.

Kentucky’s loss to Ohio
State in the NCAA Tourna-
ment second round ended
UK’s season and Epps’ re-
markable collegiate career.
She had 21 points in her
final game — her 33rd game
with 20 or more points —
and played all 40 minutes.
She finished her career with
1,790 points, fifth best in
school history, and 408 as-
sists, seventh on the all-time
lists.

“We made Memorial Coli-
seum rock today and I will
never forget the players in
the locker room,” Epps said
after her final game. “Maci
(Morris) came up to me a
minute ago and hugged me
telling me that I’m the best
teammate she ever had and
one of the best people she’s
ever been around. It really
means a lot to me.

“It’s a lot more than just
basketball for me, basketball
isn’t forever for me but just
to know that I have made a
huge impact on so many peo-

ple’s lives during my four
years here means the world
to me.”

NBA potential
Which Kentucky freshman

might have the biggest up-
side in the NBA?

That's a question I posed
to Blue Ribbon College Bas-
ketball Yearbook editor Chris
Dortch, who also writes for
nba.com, during the South-
eastern Conference Tourna-
ment after he watched the
Cats win three games.

“I think if Malik Monk can
add bulk and strength, he's
got the ability to score at a
high rate at the next level. So
he might have the best
chance to be a No. 1 option
scoring option for his team,”
Dortch said.

“Having said that, good
point guards are always a
rare commodity, so De'Aaron
Fox is unique in that respect.
And after researching a story
for Bam Adebayo during the
NCAA tournament, a lot of
people in the program think
he's barely scratched the
surface of what he's capable
of doing.”

Bottom line? Dortch
thinks all three are going to
be really good at the next
level.

Morehead football
Alabama senior Corban

Collins spent three years at
Morehead before transferring
to Alabama for his final sea-
son. During his last two sea-
sons, Preston Spradlin was
an assistant on coach Sean

Woods’ staff.
When Woods lost his job

early last season, Spradlin
was named interim coach.
He did a superb job and last
week finally was named the
new head coach.

“Coach Spradlin, we
bonded and he was a guy
who always worked me out.
We still talk as well. We have
a really nice bond and friend-
ship. I look up to him as a
big brother and mentor as
well. I had a great relation-
ship with him,” Collins said.

“It was no surprise what
he did. I had confidence in
him and I know how passion-
ate he is about basketball.
He was with a great basket-
ball mind under coach Cal
(John Calipari). He was able
to soak up all that knowl-
edge. Sometimes all a man
needs is a chance. His
chance came in an unfortu-
nate situation but he made
the most of it.”

He did and former team-
mates told Collins that
Spradlin was their choice to
be the new coach.

“I talked to guys after the
OVC Tournament and they
all wanted him as head
coach. Everybody in the com-
munity is behind him and
trying to fight for him to get
that job. I hope he gets it,”
Collins said a week before
Spradlin finally got the job.

Spradlin was on Calipari’s
staff five years — two as a
graduate assistant and three
as the assistant director of
operations — before coming
to Morehead. The Pikeville

native was in charge of film
breakdown, creating play-
books and assisting with
scouting at Kentucky.

Coach Cal on Backtalk
Have you ever noticed the

way that players sometimes
talk back to John Calipari
during games? It has hap-
pened during his entire time
at Kentucky, and likely will
continue.

“Many times I'm getting on
a kid because I don't think
he's shown enough emotion
or energy, like you've got
more than this. I've got – OK,
now play that way. Just try-
ing to get them to show
they're alive. Are you alive?
Like you look like you're
going – so many times, I'm
doing that,” Calipari said.

“If there's a time that I
don't need it to come back, I'll
say stop and they'll stop.
Short of that, I'm Italian. I'm
emotional. And I expect them
not to be and they're in this
game flying up and down and
I'm sweating and losing my
mind and I get on a kid, but
you can't say anything? Don't
you say one – what?

“I’ve had guys come back
at me. I can remember back
in the UMass days, we could
be more physical then. You
can't be physical now. Back
then, I was stronger and

more agile than I am right
now.”

Quote of the Week
“It's a remarkable group,

and it's an absolute zero-
drama group. It's an un-
selfish group. They don't care
about anything other than
winning for each other and
Kentucky coming out on top.
That's been a lot of fun,” Ken-
tucky women's coach
Matthew Mitchell on this
year's team.

Quote of the Week 2
“Will I do it again next

year? I don't know. I'm hop-
ing 20 other coaches do them
so I can stop doing it. Then I
don't have to do it,” Kentucky
coach John Calipari on the
podcast he started this year.

Quote of the Week 3
“He still brings clothes

over to wash to his mom. I
know he does that. It’s proba-
bly against the NCAA rules,
but he does it,” John Calipari
on having his son, Brad, on
the team this year.

(Larry Vaught, a former
sports writer at The Advocate-
Messenger in Danville, Ky.,
now covers UK sports on
VaughtsViews.com blog and
his weekly column appears in
many newspapers across
Kentucky.)
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List with Homestead Today!

SOLD

PRICE REDUCED

SALE PENDING

HOMES

COMMERCIAL

LOTS

HOMESTEAD 
AUCTION REALTY

PRINCIPAL BROKER Darrin Tabor
(270) 704-0041

www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

Having More Retirement 
Accounts is Not the Same 
as Having More Money.

Mickey Alexander
Financial Advisor
123 East Bellville St., Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-0944

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Bringing your accounts to Edward Jones could help
solve all that. Plus one statement can make it easier
to see if you’re moving toward your goals.
*Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against loss.

PHOTOS  BY Jeff HOucHin (LefT) and vickY graff (aBOve)

At left, Derek Willis' rebounding and shot blocking has
been a big factor in UK's 13-game win streak. Above, Kash
Daniel (right) sets high standards for himself and has had
to learn to control his emotions when he makes a mistake.

LB Daniel ‘keeps it real’; ‘Cats survive Shockers



for sale
Fresh country eggs from free range
chickens, $1/dozen. Three or more,
will deliver. (270) 871-1783. (2t-37-
p)
25th Anniversary Sale on
Porta/Grace Number 1 metal roof-
ing, siding and trim. 40-year war-
ranty. Available in 16 colors. We
also sell cover sheets, price low as
$1 foot. Call Grays, 907 Hop-
kinsville Street, Princeton, Ky. (270)
365-7495. (13t-45-p)

yard sale
Yard sale, Thurs. and Fri., 8 a.m.-4
p.m. at 4440 S.R. 506 Marion
(Piney Fork area), toys, household
and misc. (270) 704-2653. (1t-37-p) 

automotive
2004 Ford Escape XLT, 172,000
miles. $4,000. (270) 965-3759 or
(270) 704-1912. (2tp36)
2004 Pontiac Grand Am, 137,000
miles. Very nice. $2,900. (270)
965-3759 or (270) 704-1912.
(2tp36)
2002 VW Jetta 239,000 miles.
Leather and power everything. Up
to 37mpg. $1,800. (270) 965-3759
or (270) 704-1912. (2tp36)

agriculture
Square hay, 75-100 bales of or-
chard grass, crab grass, some al-
falfa. $3.50 a bale. (270) 704-6015.
(2t-38-p)
Looking for crop land to lease in
Caldwell, Crittenden, Lyon and
surrounding area for 2016. Pay
competitive lease, good steward to
your land and will offer references.
Call Roy Crayne (352) 625-6622
and leave message. (20t-40-p)
Good quality fall-cut round bale hay
for sale. Call 270-704-3929. (1tp37)

for rent
14x70 mobile home for rent in Mar-
ion, located at 131 Arlene Street,
good location in quiet neighbor-
hood. 3 BR, 2 full baths, newly re-
decorated with new paint and
carpet. Call (618) 499-7680. (2t-37-
c)ih

hunting
Ethical senior hunter seeks deer
lease for this season, smaller tracks
okay, prefer Livingston and Critten-
den Co. Please call (352) 205-6787.
(4t-37-p)

real estate
Ethical senior hunter seeks deer
lease for this season, smaller tracks
okay, prefer Livingston and Critten-
den Co. Please call (352) 205-6787.
(4t-37-p)

employment
City of Marion is looking to fill a
General Labor position for the
Water and Sewer Dept.  Position
starts at $9.00/hr and is full time
employment.  After the probation
period is met the benefits package
will start.  More pay is possible if li-
censes or credentials warrant.  Ap-
plications are available at Marion
City Hall. Marion is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer and a Certified
Drug Free Workplace. (37-tfc-c)
The Kentucky Department of Cor-
rections has an opening for a Me-
chanical Maintenance and
Operations Technician III at the
Western Ky Correctional Complex
in Lyon County.  This position as-
signs, supervises and performs
the work of employees or acts as
lead worker in the maintenance
and operation of air conditioning,
heating, refrigeration, ventilation,
electrical systems and associated
equipment; and performs other du-
ties as required.   Minimum Re-
quirements:   High School
Graduate.  Must have four years of
experience in the maintenance
and/or repair of air conditioning,
heating, refrigeration, ventilation or
electrical systems.  Formal training
in one of the above or related
fields will substitute for the experi-
ence on a year-for-year basis.  Ex-
perience in one of the above or
related fields will substitute for the
education on a year-for-year
basis.   Salary $2,139.80 -
$2,834.88 per month at 40-hour
week.  Benefits include but are not
limited to health insurance, life in-
surance, and retirement.  Upon ap-
pointment, employees in this class
may be required to maintain a
valid driver's license and required
to drive a licensed vehicle. This
status may be necessary for the
length of time in this class. Appli-
cants and employees in this job
title may be required to submit to a
drug-screening test and back-
ground check. Applicants and em-
ployees in positions, which
perform job duties that may require
contact with offenders in the cus-
tody or supervision of the Depart-
ment of Corrections or with youth
in the care, custody, or supervision
of the Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice, must meet qualifications pur-
suant to the federal Prison Rape
Elimination Act, 28 C.F.R.115.17
and 115.317.     Apply online at
http://careers.ky.gov/employ-
ment/  to Register #53078BR thru
April 6, 2017.   Contact Leann
Lasters at 270-388-9781 ext. 2009
with any questions.  Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer M/F/D. (2t-38-c)
The Earle C. Clements Job Corps
Academy is seeking employ-
ees.  We offer a competitive salary
and benefits package as well as
tuition reimbursement and ad-
vancement opportunities.   Full-
time, part-time, and substitute
positions available. MTC is an
equal opportunity employer-Minor-
ity/Female/Disabled/Veteran.   To
view current openings and qualifi-

cations and to apply, please visit
our website: www.mtcjobs.com
“Building Tomorrow’s Futures
Today” (5t-38-p)

services
Dozer and backhoe work, ponds,
clearing, Bluegrass Vinyl and Doz-
ing, Marion, Ky., (270) 965-5803.
(tfc)

notice
Speak your truth, not necessarily
the one you have been told to
speak. It’s called Truth 360 (de-
gree mark). Accept it from any di-
rection. Send comments to David
Watts, 1099 Tiline Rd., Smithland,
KY 42081. (24t-50-p)

bid notice
The Crittenden County Board of
Education will be accepting sealed
bid(s) for diesel fuel, propane and
tires for the 2017-2018 school
year. All sealed bids must be re-
ceived by April 13th, 2017 by
1:00PM at which time they will be
opened. Bids will be received at
the Crittenden County Board of
Education, 601 West Elm, Marion,
KY 42064 ATTN: Vanessa Shew-
craft and must be marked “Bid”.
The Crittenden County Board of
Education reserves the right to de-
cline any or all bids. Please con-
tact Wayne Winters with any
questions at 270.965.3866, or
wayne.winters@crittenden.kyscho
ols.us. (2t-37-c)

Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com
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GUM ST...3 BR, 1 BA brick ranch. This 
property has been updated.. km 
INVESTMENT PROPERTY...2 BR. 1 
BA home in Marion.  Nice size lot is 
100 x 300. ob 

3 BR, 2 BA home in the 
country.  Wood floors, spacious kitch-
en, storage space in the basement as 
well.  All on 1.41 acres. ct 
RENTAL PROPERTY INVEST-
MENT...3 BR, 2 BA 14x70 mobile 
home located on quiet street w/all city 
utilities.  Agent Owned. rb 
BRICK HOME...3 BR, 2 1/2 BA, LG 
den w/fireplace, kitchen w/breakfast 
area, all appliances stay, Master BR w/
LG master BA & walk in closet. Study 
w/a 1/2 bath.  Large attached 2 car 
garage, covered back porch overlook-
ing yard & remaining acreage. Included 
w/the sale of this home is a shop 
building w/3 bays, large work area, 
front of building could be used for 
commercial/Retail use, building accord-
ing to PVA is over 3500 SF. Remaining 
acreage is wooded & is abundant w/ 
whitetail deer & wild turkey rh 
RUSTIC LOG HOME...4 BR, 2 BA log 
home.  The inside walls are logs & the 
outside is vinyl with metal roof on 2.38 
acres. 
GREAT CORNER LOCATION...in 
Crittenden County, US 60 W and SR 
855 N, this 5 acre tract per deed de-
scription, has several options available 
for potential commercial or residential 
uses. Hk 

JIM MINE RD...1 BR, 1 BA metal 
building home.  Features: 720 SF of 
living space, gas space heaters, win-
dow air, washer/dryer hookup, county 
water.  This property has 17 acres & is 
away from everyone.  Would make a 
great hunting cabin.  Call for more 
information. cs 
40 ACRES...Nice hunting tract. Great 
trails to crop area. Ridges, hollows w/ 
creek bottom. Several places for good 
stand location. Frontage on Hwy 60, 
great place to build your home. PRICE 
REDUCED. 
78 +/- ACRES...approx. 18 acres of 
marketable hardwood timber, approx. 
44 acres of tillable crop land, w/balance 
in draws, pond area. Located just 
outside the city limits of Marion.. 9 
acres of road frontage that could be 
developed into future home sites, or 
the entire farm could be divided in to 
mini farm home sites. 

COURT SQUARE...Approx. 2400 SQ 
FT of office/Retail Building space w/
rear parking.  Bldg. directly across the 
street from the Court House & several 

Shops.. Street Parking.  Agent Owned. 

COZY...This 2 BR, 1 BA bath cottage, 
would be a great starter home for 
young couple or retirement home when 
your ready to downsize, home has 
central heat/air. Small basement for 
additional storage, along w/finished 
bonus room in the attic. 1 car attached 
garage w/blacktop driveway all sitting 
on two lots. jh 
GREAT STARTER HOME...2 BR, 2 
BA mobile home in Salem. Metal roof 
and siding, gravel drive, Pier founda-
tion, propane fuel, city utilities, central 
air, appliances stay with home. Cj 

LAKE VIEWS...beautiful 5 BR, 3.5 BA 
has plenty of room for you family. 
Vaulted ceiling in living room, open 
floor plan, master bedroom on main 
floor w/master bath, 2 BR upstairs w/
bath & loft area overlooking the living 
room w/views of the lake. Downstairs 
has a family room w/ 2 more BR & bath 
and a kitchenette area w/walk out to 
the lake. 2 car garage w/Mother In-law 
suite above that has kitchen, washer/
dryer. You have your own entrance to 
apartment from outside but it is con-
nected from inside as well. 

COMMERCIAL 

MARION / CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

 
-  

-  

Check our website for more 
info and our 

 

SALEM / LIVINGSTON 

We have buyers looking for Residen-
tial & farms of all sizes.  If you have 
property that you no longer need or 
would like to sell, contact us.  We 
have buyers looking for property in 
Crittenden, Livingston, Caldwell and 
Lyon Counties. 

ACREAGE 

 

LYON COUNTY 

SOLD 

SALE PENDING 

SOLD 



spokesperson for district’s
“Give 5 for Kids” campaign,
said the board and adminis-
trators will use some time
after taking the pulse of the
community to digest concerns
and comments from the meet-
ing and likely offer another
forum in April.

“We are very much in the
information-collecting phase,”
said board Chairman Chris
Cook. “We have not made up
our minds.”

The board has a meeting
Tuesday, but that is simply for
routine matters and discuss
findings from the forum, he
said. A decision on the pro-
posed levy will take place only
after a meeting for such is
made public.

“If any tax was to be pro-
posed, it would be on the pub-
lic agenda of a school board
meeting,” Cook said. “We're
not trying to hide when we'll
vote on it, and we're certainly
not trying to rush a vote.”

While the need for replac-
ing the 68-year-old middle
school was brought into ques-
tion last week, most of the
half-dozen people who
spoke out against the
tax said they do not be-
grudge the idea of giv-
ing both middle- and
high-schoolers a new
home; they would just
like to see a more equi-
table way of raising the
money necessary for
the estimated $8 mil-
lion project.

“I like to see my tax penny
or dollar put to good use, but
I’d like to see everybody con-
tribute, not just property own-
ers,” said J.T. Travis, a farmer.
“It’s an unfair tax burden to
me.”

The recallable nickel would
be levied on annual property
tax bills.

“I don’t argue that the kids
would benefit,” said another
local farmer, Anthony Easley,
who owns of hundreds of
acres of land. “(But) we’re
being taxed to death. The
property owners are tired of it.
Let’s make everybody pay this
tax.”

Why a property tax?
Clark and board members

agree, a property tax taps only
a small portion of the popula-
tion. Meantime, everyone in
the county could benefit from
shifting the district’s upper
four grades to a new 20-class-
room high school and moving
junior high students from an
antiquated building to the
current high school. It’s un-
fair, but it’s all they have to
work with.

“If there was a way to put it
on everyone, we would do it;
but this is the only way,” Cook
explained in response to
Easley’s and others’ com-
ments. “This is not our prefer-
ence either. We agree with
exactly the arguments you
said.”

The Commonwealth of
Kentucky does not allow
school districts any other
means to raise enough rev-
enue for capital projects.
While 38 states allow some
form of local option sales tax
that hits everyone’s pockets to
help fund public works, the
state’s 1891 constitution does
not allow it. And lawmakers in
Frankfort in recent years have
been unwilling to move on leg-
islation brought forward to
change that. (See editorial on
Page 2.)

“If it’s not needed enough
that everybody can pay for it,
let’s not do it,” said Easley,
complaining that the tax
places a burden on landown-
ers and rewards those “who
screw away every dollar
they’ve ever made.”

“I don’t think anybody in
this room wouldn’t agree we
need a new school,” said
school bus driver Tony
Alexander, arguing the pres-
sure it will put on him. “I farm,
but I can’t pass along my tax
increase to anyone (like land-
lords). Cattle prices are down
half of what they were a year
ago. Hogs are down.”

Only the school board can
levy taxes to benefit the dis-
trict, neither the city nor
county can lend a hand, as

some suggested. And until the
constitution is changed, tax-
ing real property remains the
only avenue to increase rev-
enue.

Farmers last year were hit
with increased property as-
sessments that raised their
tax burden as much as 30-50
percent. Easley wondered
what happened to that extra

income.
“What did you do

with that money?” he
asked. “Or did we just
create another job or
get another frill?”

Clark explained that
last year, the board ac-
tually lowered the
school tax to take the
compensating rate, a

levy that would generate
roughly the same revenue as
the year before.

Another farmer at the
forum, Steve Haire, said there
are other avenues to get
money for a new school.

“We’ve got money to build
this school, but (you’re) too
afraid to go to our congress-
men,” he said. “The federal
government throws away
money and you’re asking
property owners here to pay
for it because (you’re) too
afraid to speak up.”

Clark said he has spoken
to the county’s two state legis-
lators and emailed Congress-
man James Comer and Sens.
Mitch McConnell and Rand
Paul.

“I have tried to reach out to
Washington and Frankfort,”
Clark said. “The response is a
lot better locally,” meaning
state Sen. Dorsey Ridley and
state Rep. Lynn Bechler.

When is 5.8 cents a nickel?
A recallable nickel is al-

lowed by the state for school
districts to raise capital proj-
ect-restricted revenue. It is
often called a “second nickel”
because 5 cents is already
built in to the local 46.3-cent
per $100 of assessed property
levy specifically for construc-
tion.

But the board is eyeing a
5.8-cent increase based on
the nickel recommendation of
a quadrennial facilities plan-
ning committee. That commit-
tee, comprised of 13 members
of the community and school
district, is charged with as-
sessing construction needs
every four years. Last fall, they
identified $31.2 million in
needs, with moving children
out of the current middle
school the top priority.

To generate the recom-
mended nickel as allowed by
the state, it would take a 5.8-
cent levy when factoring in the
rate of non-collection and the
fact that motor vehicles are
not subject to the tax. That
seems a bit deceiving to some.

“When I was in school, we
rounded up,” argued Easley,
who offered the bulk of public
comments during the 90-
minute forum, often becoming
confrontational with Clark
and the board. “Just call it 6
cents. Some of us who watch
our pennies; we watch the
5.8.”

Clark, who was invited by
Marion Mayor Jared Byford to
explain some of the ins and
outs of the tax proposal to the
city council Monday, explains
that the school district is sim-
ply using the terminology of-
fered by the Kentucky
Department of Education
(KDE).

“Anytime you talk about

taxes in our community, it’s
not a popular topic,” Clark
told the council.

Is there a sundown clause?
Travis and Easley asked if

the tax would come off when
the bond for a new school is
paid off. 

“Will the tax come off after
20 years?,” questioned Travis.
“I have never seen taxes come
down once they’ve gone up.”

Clark gave an answer
many in the crowd of 50 or so
people – about half were dis-
trict personnel – packed into
the Rocket Arena conference
room did not like. The tax can
come off when the bond is
paid, but there is no sundown
clause. Removal after payoff is
not guaranteed, and the cur-
rent board cannot legally bind
a future board to that prom-
ise.

“The nickel can be re-
moved. Those are choice
words,” Easley argued, refer-
ring to the word “can.”

“I don’t think there’d be
any objections to it,” Clark
said about mandating the tax
come off 20 years from being
put in place, “but we can’t dic-
tate what another board
does.”

Why a new high school?
At Monday’s city council

meeting, Councilman Dwight
Sherer said one question he’s
been hearing is why a new

high school when we need to
move middle-schoolers out of
the 1949 building.

That building suffers from
leaks, a need for new
$250,000 climate control sys-
tem to replace one that takes
three days to switch from heat
to air conditioning, undersized
classrooms and poor air qual-
ity that has led to increased
respiratory problems for stu-
dents and staff, said Clark.
But the smaller number of
CCMS students – about 300
currently – can benefit just as
much by moving to the two-
story high school built in
1975, and freshmen through
senior classes – 360 or so stu-
dents – can benefit the most
from a modern, more expan-
sive facility.

“Our maintenance team
has taken good care of our
building,” Clark said, but “at
what point do we say it’s not
wise to invest tens of thou-

sands back into a building
that’s knocking on 70 years
old?”

The superintendent said
the board feels like the high
school is where money is best
spent getting students ready
for careers and college while
providing more space for mid-
dle school. Expanded career
pathways at a new high
school is the primary attrac-
tion to the idea.

“Those are opportunities
you grow at the high school
level, not the middle school,”
he explained Monday. “You’re
talking about kids making
some of the biggest decisions
of their lives.”

The middle school is
among the oldest in Kentucky.
According to the 2010 Ken-
tucky Facilities Inventory &
Classification System, 65 of
484 schools ranked were older
than CCMS. Forty-nine of
those, however, were elemen-
tary schools, where facility
needs are generally less ex-
pansive. In overall scoring,
only 70 total schools ranked
worse than CCMS.

“This plan gives high-
schoolers the best opportunity
to compete,” Clark said.

“I understand the needs
that are here,” agreed Ryan
McDaniel, a local property
and business owner, father of
three children in the school
system and one of three can-
ddiates being considered by
KDE to fill an open slot on the
five-member board of educa-
tion. “If it comes to a vote (at
the ballot box), I would vote for
it.

“I know it’s not an easy de-
cision for you to look at,” he
directed toward the board. “I
think the right decision will be
made.”

Why now?
“This is a can that’s been

kicked down the road,” said
middle school teacher Todd
Merrick, advocating replace-
ment of CCMS.

Unless the additional tax is
levied now, the school district
would most likely have to wait
until 2025 when two of three
current bonds are paid off.
And after those bonds for
Rocket Arena and a new roof
at the high school are paid,
the district would have only

$7-8 million in bonding poten-
tial with a bond for renova-
tions at the elementary school
remaining until 2033. Even if
construction costs did not rise
in the next eight years, there
would not be enough money
when factoring in potential
overages in construction
costs.

“We’re all in this situation
together,” Easley said. “The
money’s short at our house
just like it is y’alls.”

The district is currently
carrying $4.6 million in bond-
ing debt for capital projects,
with $4.75 in bonding poten-
tial. The 5.8-cent levy would
generate $3.1 million more
from local funds and offers a
state match.

“What makes this most ap-
pealing, though, is that the
state will match $3.1 million,”
Clark said.

Altogether, there would be
more than enough to build a

$6.7 million high school and
for another $1.3 million, move
the middle schoolers, raze the
1949 portion of CCMS and re-
locate the central office to the
eighth-grade wing. Any left-
over funds would be restricted
to projects in the remaining
$23.2 million of needs identi-
fied by the facilities planning
committee.

“We’re looking at an invest-
ment in our future,” added
Merrick, who has seen up-
grade after upgrade at CCMS
in his 26 years in the district.
“With state matching funds, I
do believe now is the time.”

Without the recallable
nickel, that $3.1 million in
state funds – backed by tax-
payers from every corner of
the state, including Critten-
den County – will simply go
elsewhere, Clark explains.

“Those are funds that can
be funneled back to Critten-
den County,” said Marion at-
torney Wes Hunt. “With
(delays building the new) U.S.
641, people have said Frank-
fort has forgotten about Crit-
tenden County, forgotten
about Crittenden County, for-
gotten about Crittenden
County. Well, here it is.” 

The state match has gone
places like Murray and Hen-
derson, Marshall, McCracken
and Ballard counties, all of
which have enacted a re-
callable nickel. Fifty-two of
Kentucky’s 173 school dis-
tricts are taking advantage of
that state match, the superin-
tendent said.

“The state’s willing to help
those who are willing to help
themselves out,” Clark added. 

What’s in it for football?
As spokesman for the

board who ultimately employs
him, Clark wants to be clear
that any plans for relocating
the football field have been
put on hold. Initially, the new
high school was conceived to
connect to Rocket Arena and
jut out to where the gridiron is
currently located. 

“That is not a good option,”
Clark said.

Cost coupled with an un-
certain timeline for the pro-
posed relocation of the
Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet's Crittenden County
headquarters adjacent to the
football field makes  relocating
the football field unlikely, at
least immediately. For now,
plans ar aimed at construct-
ing the new high school in the
parking lot of Rocket Stadium.

That plan would not affect
the location of Friday night
football, and the school could
be connected to Rocket Arena
and the existing cafeteria by
some sort of walkway. Costs
could be affected, but until
contracted architect RBS De-
sign Group in Owensboro re-
vises plans, any change is just
speculation.

“A new football field is not
included in the plan,” Clark

emphasized.
Another option would be to

build the high school onto the
back of Rocket Arena, but that
creates access problems, the
superintendent points out.

“If we build something, we
want to get it out of that de-
pression down there where
the water collects,” Clark said,
referring to the location of
both the middle and high
schools along lower elevations
fronting U.S. 60.

Clark did say the long
range goal is to bring a com-
petition track and soccer field
to the high school campus,
but that is many years down
the road if the state cedes its
highway garage property in a
land swap.

Why not just make cuts?
Easley believes the school

district should have to make
cuts to meet its needs just like
taxpayers.

“Y’all just want another
credit card,” he said, suggest-
ing the district has not done
everything it can to pay for a
new school. “We can’t get a
loan if we owe too much. You
say we don’t have enough eq-
uity, ‘so let’s go get another
credit card.’ It don’t work that
way in our world.”

Clark said the school dis-
trict is down from 90 to 70
teachers; the maintenance
staff is at two, half of what it
used to be; and energy con-
sumption is down over seven
years ago despite added
square footage.

“We have cut staff to the
point we can’t cut staff any-
more,” Clark said. “This board
does pay attention to the dol-
lar.”

What next?
Clark said the board will

take time to weigh comments
made at last Tuesday’s forum
and discuss many of the point
at its meeting Tuesday. 

If the board decides to
move forward at some point in
the near future, a vote to levy
the tax could be taken to the
ballot box through petitioning.
Four-hundred eight qualified
signatures would be needed to
send the measure to the ballot
either in a special election this
year or in one of next year’s
scheduled elections.

“You’ll get 408,” assured
Easley.

All voters in the county
would get to vote on the tax
proposal.

Hunt, a CCHS graduate,
said he who would vote yes.

“I see great potential in this
community, great potential in
this county,” he said, citing
high level manufacturing and
health jobs in the community
that draw workers from all
around and bemoaning com-
ments by some at the forum
that the community’s children
have to move off to find decent
jobs. “I see this as a chance to
move kids forward.”
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County property
tax distribution
The typical landowner in Crittenden County is paying

81.6 cents per $100 of assessed real estate value in county
taxes. 
The word cloud above depicts the relative distribution

of countywide tax dollars to the different taxing districts.
Below is a breakdown of the tax rate and percentage of
total taxes paid to each government or special purpose
government entity found on county bills. 
The data does not reflect the $30 fire dues placed on tax

bills, 2-cent levy per acre on timberland fire protection, nor
the the 32.4-cent Lower Tradewater River Floodplain levy
placed on the tax bills of property owners who live in the
floodplain of the Tradewater River. Marion residents are
also paying 22.4 cents per $100 of assessed property to the
city.
County tax rates must be finalized by September to be

included on the bills mailed to property owners this fall.

CENTS PER PERCENTAGE
TAXING DISTRICT $100 VALUE OF TAXES

� School................................................46.3¢ ..........................56.74%
� State ...................................................12.2¢...........................14.95%
� County (general fund).................11.5¢...........................14.09%
� Library .................................................5.0¢.............................6.13%
� Extension Service............................3.6¢.............................4.41%
�Health ..................................................3.0¢.............................3.68%
TOTAL................................................81.6¢......................100.00%

School
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School district debt
All current bonds of Crittenden County School District

would be paid off in 2033. In 2009 and 2010, with lower in-
terest rates following the Great Recession, the school district
refinanced debt to save money.

CCHS Rocket CCES
roofing Arena Renovation Total
$240,522 $2,446,975 $1,908,285 $4,595,781

2017........$122,711........$237,753 .............$47,807...........$408,270
2018.........$117,811........$242,011.............$49,583...........$409,405
2019..................................$334,687..............$51,076...........$385,764
2020 .................................$330,677.............$56,823 ...........$387,500
2021...................................$331,195..............$57,158...........$388,354
2022.................................$329,492.............$57,060...........$386,552
2023.................................$322,065 ............$66,644...........$388,709
2024..................................$319,095.............$70,854...........$389,949
2025...............................................................$159,060...........$159,060
2026................................................................$159,215............$159,215
2027 ...............................................................$158,954...........$158,954
2028...............................................................$163,338 ...........$163,338
2029................................................................$162,103............$162,103
2030................................................................$160,718............$160,718
2031................................................................$163,108............$163,108
2032...............................................................$164,207 ...........$164,207
2033 ...............................................................$160,577 ...........$160,577

SCHOOL TAX
Continued from Page 1 Nickel knowledge

To give the community 
the knowledge it needs 
on Crittenden County
Board of Education’s 
consideration of a 5.8-cent 
tax increase, or recallable
nickel, the school district is offering a variety of ways to
share information and collect input from those who would
be paying the tax. The campaign is called “Give 5 for Kids.”

Survey, FAQ, Facilities Need Summary
https://goo.gl/KHm78p

YouTube video
https://goo.gl/v0YXHh

Public forum
Another public forum on the
proposed tax likely will be held in April

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Plans continue to move
forward on a stopgap plan to
accommodate at the middle
school one of the largest
classes to ever make its way
through the school system.

Today's fifth-grade class is
about 135 students, which is
one-third larger than the av-
erage number of children in
each grade. They will enter
CCMS next year, a school al-
ready undersized for the stu-

dents it houses.
To make room for the local

baby boomers from 10-11
years ago, the board of educa-
tion has approved a plan to
relocate the middle school li-
brary to the high school. It
will share the same floor
space as the current high
school library, but middle
schoolers will be separated
from their older counterparts
in area near the front of the
building.

To keep the proposal on

track for completion over
summer break, the board on
March 13 approved a contract
with RBS Design Group and a
schematic of the project from
the Owensboro architectural
firm. RBS project coordinator
Jeanie Cannon said approval
was needed so the plans can
be approved by the Kentucky
Department of Education in
time to let construction begin
immediately following the end
of the school year.

"It's a short time frame,"

Cannon said.
Summer break for stu-

dents is currently scheduled
to last 93 days.

The remodel will cost just
under $100,000 and will also
include enclosing the entire li-
brary with glass to the ceiling
above the concrete half-walls
and doors installed at the two
entrances from the hallway.

Cannon said the middle
school library will essentially
be ready as a classroom once
the library is relocated.

Library move makes room for baby boom

Cook
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